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Youd  better  be  ready! 


„  ,  ,  T-  „  ,artt!a  Sketon  Tommy  has  used  his  proficiency  in  many  occupa- 

A..year  a8° 11,6  Thompsons  tions  to  support  his  real  love,  being  a  pastor  for  small 
m!  «  hn  wfna  ^  in  Bay  St.  Louis,  churches  in  their  home  state  of  Louisiana  and  in 

Miss.,  building  a  house,  getting  involved  with  the  California. 

Fl^!L  ^,‘Sti,  UrCh.  th5re  .  A  big,  friendly  man  with  the  striking  bone  struc- 

jX-u  hoUse  s.V*nds  urltmished  Children  and  ture  of  his  partial  Cherokee  blood,  Tommy  has  ar- 
^lI^ILr,th0USfndS  01  miles  away  ^  ranged  his  work  aDd  education  around  his  pasto- 
4  Tklfr  Wnlt  k  rates  This  versatility  has  led  to  jobs  such  as  cook  for 

Their  pastor,  Nathan  Barber,  preached  a  sermon  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  in  Panama,  air- 
on  the  need  for  volunteers  in  mission  work  one  Sun-  craft  and  shipyard  mechanic,  service  manager  of  a 
day  night  last  fall  My  husband  looked  at  roe,  nod-  car  dealership  and  gravel  company  employee, 
ded  his  head,  and  up  we  went,”  says  Marie.  Forced  to  leave  school  before  completing  high 

^  Several  weeks  later  they  were  in  Israel  Tommy  is  school  during  the  depression.  Tommy  later  passed 
dietihan  for  the  Baptist  Village  in  Petah  Tiqva  out-  an  equivalency  test  and  enrolled  in  Clarke  College  at 
slde  Aviv  and  Marie  assists  him.  Newton.  He  and  Marie  operated  a  coffee  shop  Si 

An85-acre/aciiity,  the.BaptistVillagehousescon-  Newton  while  he  was  in  school, 
ferences,  summer  camps  and  a  Baptist  church.  The  They  moved  to  California  for  her  health  and  stayed 

land  s orange  and  grapefruit  groves  provide  contact  15  years.  Tommy  was  associate  chaplain  at  the 
with  the  local  farming  community  and  generate  re-  Youth  Detention  Center  of  Los  Angeles  for  a  while 
venue  to  help  offset  the  center’s  expenses.  and  was  a  pastor  for  three  years  in  Santa  Maria. 

For  the  Thompsons,  it  has  been  40  years  of  He  now  cooks  for  the  Baptist  Village  staff  assisted 
partnership  and  joint  efforts  in  the  Lord’s  work,  by  Marie  and  young  staff  members,  supervises  the 
Much  of  their  experience  is  useful  in  their  volunteer  _  garden  and  helps  with  the  farm  equipment. 
3Sii«nme.nJ'  u  \  ’  A  true  helpmate,  Marie  works  by  her  husband  with 

After  17  years  with  an  auto  'dealership  in  additional  flourishes  that  are  her  special  touch  — 
Louisiana,  Tommy  is  more  than  a  match  for  the  baking  a  birthday  cake  for  a  youthful  employee; 
cranky  Baptist  Village  tractor.  And  as  the  foster  putting  French  visitors  at  ease  with  her  Louisiana 

parents  of  38  children  and  natural  parents  of  five,  1-^-7 _ 

they  enjoy  relating  to  the  young  people  who  staff  the  of  Black  Hebrew  families 
Baptist  Village  during  camping  season.  For  years  Village, 
they  jointly  operated  short-order  restaurants,  so  " 
planning  and  cooking  nourishing  meals  comes  in 
naturally.  childhood  days. 


“One  year  when  I  was  a  child,  they  passed  the 
plate  in  ow  thurch  for  some  visiting  missionaries,” 
she  e*P*a“'i  L*tile  Marie  was  unimpressed.  "I  can’t 
give  mem  anything  Those  people  are  rich,  we  are 

poor!”  she  Wd  the  pastor. 

sen  a  real  part  of  Tommy’s  ministry, 
estaurant  years  she  would  cover  for 
s  counter  whenever  a  chance  to  wit- 

the  restaurant  we  had  in  Newton,  a 
came  in  .with  a  hard-looking  man. 

We  were  singing  as  we 


young  win  ___  __ 

They  had  b*  been  drid 
worked^  Jfae  recalls^. 

The  girl _«ed,  "What  have  you  got  to  be  singing 
about?-  ■  «e  immediately  moved  in  to  takeover 
for  Tommy  He  grabbed  a  cup  of  coffee  and  went  to 
talk  with  the  young  woman. 

“I  don't  hive  to  drink  to  find  happiness,”  Tommy 
told  the  girl. The  man  started  mocking  him,  but  the 
girl  said,  '  Shut  up.  I’m  interested.”  'file  next  night 
she  came  tuck  alone,  and  she  accepted  Christ. 

"An  elderly  woman  came  in  sometime  later,  cry- 
ing,”  Marietemembers.  "She  was  the  mother  of  that 
girl  and  hat  been  praying  for  her  for  years.  ” 

That  sane  commitment  to  others  is  keeping  the 
Thompsons  from  resting  on  past  accomplishments 

;.  -  ,  ,  - - -  and  helpingthem  enjoy  their  years  of  experience  and 

bayou  French;  helping  make  clothes  for  the  children  family  ties  shite  serving  in  a  brand  new,  challenging 

nf  U-'K—-  taking  refuge  at  Baptist  way.  It  is  a  answer  to  prayer,  Marie  points  out. 

-  “Prayer  k  a  very  dangerous  thing  if  you’re  not 

Boro  on  a  houseboat  in  Lockport,  La.,  her  interest  willing  to  fdtowit  through,”  she  says.  "If  you  pray, 
imrisions  has  warmed  considerably  since  her  ‘Lord,  send  me,’  you’d  better  be  ready!” 

’  -  ( Adaptedfrom  the  May  1981  issue  of  THE  COM¬ 

MISSION I 


Evangelism  Challenge  Made 


Tommy  and  Marie  Thompson  are  accustomed  to  working  together  in  the  kitchen. 
For  years  they  ran  short-order  restaurants,  covering  for  one  another  when  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  witness  came  along.  Now  they’re  working  together  as  vplunteers  at  Baptist 
Village  In  Israel.  Tommy  is  dietitian  and  Marie  is  his  assistant  at  the  conference  center 
and  summer  camp.  (FMB)  PHOTO  By  Martha  Skelton. 


area,  neglecting  thousands  of  others 
who  had  never  heard  God’s  word. 


released  on  the  anniversary  of  the  But  another  song,  led  by  William 
coup,  April  12,  received  special  we)  Minor,  who  had  been  released  from 
cimae.  prison  only  two  merits  earlier,  sum- 

The  convention  theme  song,  med  up  the  feeling  of  the  meeting,  “I 
“Higher  Ground,”  was  sung  often  and  Cali  Tell  The  World.” 
with  great  enthusiasm  as  a  symbol  of  (Patfeellmger  is  missionary  press 
the  convention’s  forward  direction,  representative  for  Liberia.) 


tion  president  who  was  elected  to 


Wallen  andJames  Auchmuty  met  for  iFe  commlHee’s  ~ac7lon  ^ 
the  first  time  May  27.  Wallen  says,  however,  he  feels  the 

The  two  Alabama  pastors  —  both  of  committee  process  has  gone  too  far  to 
whom  are  from  the  Birmingham  area  change  their  nominations  and  that  to 
—  became  newsmakers  when  con-  do  so  would  only  complicate  and  inten- 
troversy  erupted  over  the  report  of  the  sify  the  problem. 

Auchmuty  said  his  name  will  be 
placed  in  nomination  and  the  commit¬ 
tee  report  will  be  challenged. 

Auchmuty  also  revealed  that  he  is 
working  with  a  group  to  bring  a  re-' 
commendation  to  convention  messen¬ 
gers  calling  for  the  adoption  of  proce¬ 
dures  that  will  make  the  committee- 
process  more  objective  and  efficient;/ 

According  to  Wallen,  the  committee- 
on  boards  voted  unanimously  that 
there  ought  to  be  specific  guidelines 
for  those  who  will  be  working  on  this 
committee  in  the  future.  He  suggests 
that  a  convention  committee  be  ap¬ 
pointed,  made  up  of  persons  who  have 
served  on  the  committee  in  the  past,  to 
bripg  recommendations  to  the  conven- 
prd-  ?  twnfotisdoSlrf,  1  , 

>  ‘  T  Continued  on  page  2) 

Pastor  joins 
board  staff 

Tom  McLaughlin  has  been  named  to 
the  staff  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  as  Baptist  Student 

BJnion  director  at 
fississippi  Delta 
unior  College, 
loorhead 
McLaughlin,  pas- 
or  at  Fairview 
laptist  Church,  In- 
ianola,  since  De¬ 
ember  1979,  began 
'ork  at  the  school 

commendation  from  the  floor  at  the  Mcljiughlln  Monday.  June  1 
SBC  meeting.  A  graduate  of  the  University  of 

The  only  area  of  agreement  was  that  Central  Florida,  he  earned  the  master 
both  Auchmuty  and  Wallen  believe  of  divinity  degree  from  New  Orleans 
some  guidelines  and  procedures  must  Seminary.  He  also  studied  Clinical 
be  developed  to  ensure  that  the  com-  Pastoral  Education  at  Southeast 
mittee  process  is  more  objective  and  Louisiana  State  Mental  Hospital, 
efficient.  McLaughlin  was  pastor  of  Cruger 

Auchmuty  said  be  has  received  both  Baptist  Church,  Cruger,  Miss  ,  1977-79, 
telephone  calls  and  letters  from  some  and  associate  pastor.  First  Baptist 
committee  members  and  “a  host”  of  Church,  Durant,  1978-77,  and  instrtic- 
pastors  and  laymen  throughout  the  tor  of  systematic  theology  and  religi- 
Scuthem  Baptist  Convention.  ous  education  at  Union  Seminary,  New 

Wallen,  too.  says  he  has  received  Orleans,  1975 
numerous  telephone  calls  and  letters  A  native  of  Richwood,  W  Va.,  he  is 
from  pastors  throughout  the  conven-  married  to  the  former  Mary  Lynn 
tion  in  support  of  tfee  committee  as  Kifer. 


r  iylb  snips  vaccine 
to  aid  polio  fight 


been  shipped  to  the  Baptist  Hospital  in  „In  .  a  Pho"8  conversation  with*  Auchmuty,  pastor  of  Shades  Crest 
Barranquilla, Colombia,  tixhelpfighta  Brasington,  Jem  Hester,  missionary  Baptist  Cburoh  in  suburban  Birming- 
polio  outbreak  there.  ™rse  >n  Barranquilla  reported  that  ham  has  ^  he  wi])  cha])enge  t£, 

Asof  May  27. 12  deaths  and  150 other  j  wff c  y  k™^kl.ng  !*le  committee's  report  because  he  had 

cases  bad  been  reported  in  the  two-  boors  off  the  hospital  to  get  their  kids  been  “labeled  both  a  heretic  and  a 
week-old  outbreak.  vaccinated  No  vaccine  is  available  liar,”  in  the  sequence  of  events  before 

The  Baptist  Hospital  had  177doses  of  locaUy-  she  said-  and  after  the  committee  action,  which 

the  vaccine,  but  it  was  gone  in  one  day  Cost  of  the  vaccine  and  shipping  it  will  be  presented  to  the  1981  SBC  in  Los 
as  people  clamored  desperately  to  air  freight  is  about  $14,009,  Brasington  Angeles. 

have  their  children  vaccinated,  said  said.  The  money  will  come  from  gen-  At  the  heart  of  the  controversy  is  a 
Bryan  Brasington/ the  Southern  Bap-  eral  relief  funds  contributed  by  South-  questitrr-  Jjf 

list  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  director/  ern  Baptists.  *p=v—  .X  .  p^SfTor 

renomination.  If  inquirerTaboiit  Xu- 
1  -  -  .  1  chmuty’s  view  of  the  Bible  in  what 

LfUDan  Pastors  hllOPTV  Wallen  called  an  effort  to  comply  with 

O  J  Resolution  16  on  doctrinal  integrity 

,  v_y  ^  passed  by  the  1980  SBC  in  St.  Louis 

for  Baptist  literature 

‘  I  ment  of  1963,  Wallen  said  such  affir¬ 

mation  was  not  adequate. 

o,rui,AMr\  ,,  .  Hudson  Baggett,  editor  of  the  Al- 

KiUHMOND.Va.  (BP)  — Improved  eralure  ministry  to  Cuban  Baptists.  bama  Baptist,  arranged  the  meeting 
relations  between  Cuba  and  Southern  Baptist  missionary  Stan-  between  Auchmuty  and  Wallfen  to  dis- 
Nicaragua  have  fostered  increased  ley  Stamps  says  in  the  past  18  months  cuss  the  possibility  of  resolving  the 
contacts  between  Baptists  in  these  two  he  has  had  contact  with  about  40  Cuban  conflict. 

countries  and  have  allowed  Southern  Baptist  leaders  and  has  given  them  At  the  end  of  the  "amiable”  three- 
Baptist  missionaries  to  provide  a  lit*  Bibles,  commentaries  and  hymnals,  hour  meeting,  however,  the  situation 

sometimes  taking  material  from  his  was  basically  the  same:  the  report  of 
personal  library  the  committee  will  not  be  changed, 


Emergency  number  given 

S  ANGELES  (BP)  -  Pacific  Telephone  Co  wilf  not  list  through 


-ary  telephone  numbers  assigned  to  the  Southern 
ne7-U.  — 

any  spokesperson,  the  telephone  numbers  will  not 
seeking  to  reach  messengers  and  other  particle 

:  message  number  is  (213)  741-2129. 


x  ^  Sophia  Sutton  roofers 

These  Baptist  laymen  were  among  "HU  fffifti’ Jackson's  groups  tor  reftwals.  vs 

Broadmoor  Baptist  Church  who  began  work  on  a  new  root  nars,  recreation,  and  ol 

for  the  assembly  building  at  Sophia  Sutton  Assembly  at  elude  a-awimmlng  po 

Prentiss.  They  plan  to  finish  the  work  in  early  June.  The  mitories,  classrooms,  t 

Assembly  is  used  by  National  Baptists  and  other  affiliated  600-seat  auditorium,  ai 

ix  j*  j  >e 


<r 
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‘Everybody  has  a  handicap” 


Thursday,  June  4.  1981 


Blind  are  just  normal 
people,  shows  educator 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

When  C.  H.  Melton's  then-fiancee 
was  in  nursing  school,  an  adminis¬ 
trator  advised  her  against  marrying 
one  “who  is  totally  incapacitated.” 
She  didn't  take  the  advice. 

The  “incapacity?”  Melton  is  blind. 
But  apparently  that  administrator 
who  ga  ve  Mrs.  Melton  the  rude  advice 
didn’t"  know  him  very  well.  That  in¬ 
capacitated  man  is  now  professor  of 
religion  at  Mississippi’s  Clarke  Col¬ 
lege  and  director  of  missions  for  New¬ 
ton  County  Baptist  Association. 

He  earned  an  undergraduate  degree 
from  Union  University,  a  master’s  de¬ 
gree  in  religious  education  from  New 
Orleans  Seminary  and  finished  with  a 
doctor  of  education  from  Southwest¬ 
ern  Seminary. 

Melton  lost  his  sight  as  a  child  from 
retinitis  pigmentosa.  Though  it  is  con¬ 
sidered  a  hereditary  disease,  Melton 
knows  of  no  ancestors  who  had  it,  and 
neither  his  son,  daughter  nor  grandson 
have  it. 

His  mother  read  him  through  the 
eighth  grade  and  he  went  to  blind 
school  for  high  school.  It  was  in  the 
first  quarter  at  Union  University  that 
Melton  surrendered  to  preach — with  a 
strong  conviction  that  God  wanted  him 
to  teach. 

Later  that  first  year  at  Union  he  did 
essentially  the  work  of  a  director  of 
missions  for  two  Tennessee  counties. 

There  he  began  to  formulate  his 
ideas  about  the  role  of  the  association 
as  the  essential  unit  of  Baptist  de¬ 
nominational  life  beyond  the  local 
church.  His  doctoral  research  paper 
was  on  the  superintendent  of  missions 
as  a  leader. 

Pastor,  mission  director,  educator 
’  After  pastorates  and  other  church 
staff  positions  in  Mississippi  and  Ten¬ 
nessee,  Melton  in  1962  became  religion 
instructor  at  Clarke  College  and  New¬ 
ton  County  director  of  missions.  He 
has  held  those  two  responsibilities 
since. 

He’s  been  involved  in  a  number  of 
mission  trips  with  the  men  from  the 
association,  as  well  as  by  himself,  but 
he  feels  strongly  that  the  primary  task 
of  the  association  to  build  the  strength 


and  felldWship  of  the  local  churches. 
He  makes  himself  available  and  winds 
up  in  each  of  the  27  associational 
churches  every  three  months  for  a 
speaking  engagement. 

He  feels  he  is  in  the  place  God  wants 
him  to  be — helping  the  local  church  in 
its  mission,  and  training  church  lead¬ 
ership  in  the  classroom  at  Clarke. 

A  ham  radio  operator,  he  checks  into 
die  missionary  halo  net  when  he  has 
time.  He  recalls  that  he  learned  about 
the  met  through  the  Royal  Ambas¬ 
sador  magazine  Probe. 

Melton  was  involved  for  a  couple  of 
years  on  a  “Task  Force  on  Blind 
Ministry”  aimed  at  exploring  work 
with  blind  persons.  A  resolution  at  toe 
1977  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in¬ 
structed  the  Home  Mission  Board  and 
Sunday  School  Board  to  develop  minis¬ 
tries  and  materials  for  the  blind. 

The  final  report  of  the  task  force 
noted  that  “quite  representative” 
were  Southern  Baptist  attitudes  to¬ 
ward  blind  persons  as  “personally  in¬ 
capable,  professionally  incompetent, 
and  socially  inferior.” 

Now  that  the  primary  purpose  of  the 
task  force  on  ministries  to  the  blind 
has  been  completed,  Cecil  Etheredge, 
the  Home  Mission  Board’s  consultant 
for  ministries  to  the  blind,  is  using 
Melton  as  a  resource  in  awareness 
conferences  around  the  convention. 

Melton  says  the  priority  need  for  the 
blind  is  a  change  of  attitude  of  Baptists 
toward  them. 

Of  course,  Melton’s  own  attitude  to¬ 
ward  his  blindness  has  been  a  help  to 
him.  "I  made  a  choice  years  ago,”  he 
said,  “I  came  to  grips  with  this  fact — I 
either  could  do  and  be  what  God 
wanted  me  to  be  or  I  could  protect  my¬ 
self  from  danger  and  injury  and  lost 
opportunities  for  service  and  really 
miss  the  joy  of  living.” 

He  said  that  if  there  was  one  thing  he 
could  let  people  know  about  him,  it 
would  be  that  “for  me  life  has  been 
real.  I  really  covet  for  other  blind  folk 
some  of  the  quality  of  living  I’ve  ex¬ 
perienced.” 

Part  of  that  attitude  had  to  come 
from  his  upbringing.  When  he  was  a 
child,  he  recalls,  his  parents  tried  to 
raise  him  as  normally  as  possible. 


Ministry©!  must 

0  rojfwH  gnuoy  9tft  Sail 

ignored  for  fmts 


By  Marv  Knox 

ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Blind  people 
merit  a  “ministry  of  must,”  but 
Southern  Baptists  have  long  ignored 
them,  the  SBC  leader  of  blind  ministry 
charged.  ' 

Cecil  Etheredge  said  1.7  million  per- 
.  sons  in  the  United' States  are  legally 
blind,  suffering  from  at  least  80  per¬ 
cent  loss  of  vision.  Another  600,1)00 
•  people  are  totally  blind. 

Yet  very  few  churches  within  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  have 
started  viable  blihd  ministries,  said 
Etheredge,  national  consultant  for 
blind  ministries,  working  through  the 
SBC  Home  Mission  Board.  ' 

Etheredge  claimed  the  SBC  does  not 
have  an  extensive  ministry  with  blind 
(ifesple  because  “we  don’t  know  what 
to  do  or  know  to  do  it.”  He  added  that 
Baptists  haven’t  learned  how  to  minis¬ 
ter  among  blind  people  because  such 
work  has  not  been  a  priority  in 
churches. 

“A  part  of  our  failure  to  minister  to 
them  has  to  do  with  the  ‘success  syn¬ 
drome’  of  reaching  large  numbers  of 
people,”  he  explained.  “It  also  has  to 
do  with  the  idea  of  reciprocal  utility; 
we  go  after  people  who  can  minister  to 
us.” 

Even  more  fundamentally,  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  have  related  to  the  blind 
as  they  Jiave  to  blacks,  Etheredge 
said.  “Wt’ve  made  both  of  them 
second-class  citizens."  he  claimed. 
“We’ve  overlooked  the  blacks  in  our 
communities  all  our  lives.  And  the 
blind  are  easily  overlooked,  because 
they  are  basically  out  of  sight.” 

Etheredge  recently  completed  a 
17-month  pilot  project  designed  to  help 
churches  understand  how  they  can 
better  serve  Mind  people  He  then  de¬ 
veloped  a  model  far  ministry  based  on 
four  principles. 

First,  such  an  endeavor  must  be 
“church-owned,”  he  said.  The  minis¬ 
try  cannot  be  run  exclusively  by  a 


committee  and  supported  by  a  handful 
of  people.  The  pastor  and  staffmust 
wholeheartedly  support  it,-*ff  the 
church  must  get  behind  it 

It  must  also  be  a  ministry  of  inclu¬ 
sion  —  “both  with  and  to  blind  people,” 
he  mepiaBMOl’  People  must  be  aftie  to 
give  as  well  as  "receive  for  a  blind 
ministry  program  to.  reach  its  poten¬ 
tial. 

Blind  mins  try  also  must  start  care¬ 
fully  and  build  slowly,  he  cautioned. 
“Churches  should  be  careful  not  to 
overextend  themselves,”  he  said.  “H 
volunteers  are  overworked,  they’ll 
drop  out,  and  if  blind  participants  are 
not  helped,  they’ll  be  discouraged. 
Churches  should  start  slowly,  plan  for 
only  the  ministry  .they  can  handle  and 
grow  from  there.” 

And  blind  ministry  must  be  operated 
by  shared  leadership,  so  that  workers 
are  not  committed  for  unreasonable 
tenures,  Etheredge  said.  He  claimed 
shared  leadership  will  decrease  frust¬ 
ration  among  workers  and  allow  a 
ministry  to  remain  “alive  and  vital.” 

He  urged  sighted  people  who  work  in 
blind  ministry  to  always  “treat  the 
blind  as  people." 

“Slighted  people  must  understand 
that  a  person’s  mind  still  works,  even 
though  he’s  blind;  that  blindness 
doesn’t  affect  a  person's  hearing,”  he 
said.  “People  will  often  treat  a  blind 
person  as  if  he’s  notevdn  there,  or  they 
will  raise  their  voices  when  speaking 
to  blind  persons.  Overcoming  these  ac¬ 
tions  requires  education  about  the  na¬ 
ture  Of  blindness  and  capabilities  of 
blind  people.” 

Etheredge  said  churches  should  not 
wait  until  they  can  have  a  “full- 
fledged”  blind  ministry  to  start.  “Find 
the  blind  in  your  community  that  need 
a  ministry,  and  start  there  with  a 
ministry  of  love  and  inclusion”  he 
urged. 

"Remember,  the  one  you  can  minis¬ 
ter  to  today  is  more  important  than  the 
six  you  might  minister  to  some  day.” 


Carter  will  pass  up 
SBC  in  Los  Angeles 


C.  H.  Melton,  teaching  a  religious  education  class  at  Clarke  College. 


“They  let  me  do  things  that  if  my  kids’ 
had  tried.  I’d  have  stopped  them.’*' 

“He’s  been  all  over  the  world,  in¬ 
cluding  South  America  and  Alaska. 
"When  I  go,I  go  under  the  conviction 
this  is  where  the  Lord  wants  me  to  be,” 
he  added,  “there  are  a  lot  of  helpful 
people  in  the  world.” 

Melton  exudes  self-confidence,  one 
colleague  pointed  out  to  a  car  and  said 
that  if  no  one  stopped  Melton^  he  would 
probably  get  in  it  and  drive  dff. 

“I  have  stored  in  my  mind  a  world  of 
factual  information  that  would  be  ir¬ 
relevant  to  a  sighted  person,”  said 
Melton.  “I  have  in  my  mind  a  map  of 
the  U.S.”  He  said  that  often  he  only 
gets  to  hear  something  once  so  “I  have 
built  into  my  system  through  the  years 
to  try  to  get  it  right  the  first  time. 

He  says  -that  on  a  strange  street, 
there  is  always  the  danger  of  hitting 
something.  And  he  admits  that  it’s  an 
embarrassing  thing  to  him  to  bump 
into  people.  However,  around  a  friend 
or  acquaintance,  “I  don’t  hesitate  a 
minu  te  to  take  you  by  the  arm  and  say, 
let’s  go.” 

He  suggests  that  Baptists  who  want 
to  help  blind  persons  not  assume  they 


need  any  particular  type  of  help.  In¬ 
stead,  ask,  "May  I  help  you?” 

Don’t  help  them  across  the  street 

“Don’t  help  them  across  the  street,” 
he  said.  Trying  to  be  guarded  in  lan¬ 
guage  and  ignoring  blind  people, 
"sends  them  in  orbit."  Also,  walking 
away  and  leaving  a  blind  person  talk¬ 
ing  into  space  is  more  than  rude. 

“My  conviction  has  always  been 
that  everybody  has  a  handicap,” 
states  Melton.  “Handicaps  are  not 
physical,  they’re  attitudinal.”  He  adds 
that  a  sighted  person  could  get  in  a  car 
and  drive  across  the  state  while  he 
couldn’t.  However,  if  there  were  a 
breakdown  at  night,  he  could  read  or 
study  in  the  dark. 

At  home,  “I  catch  myself  a  lot  of 
times  forgetting  to  tnrn  on  a  light  for 
visitors,”  he  laughs. 

Melton  reiterated  that  the  chief  need 
of  the  blind  is  to  be  accepted  by  then- 
seeing  peers,  that  and  the  problem  of 
mobility  and  transportation  are  just 
about  all  that  keep  the  blind  from  func¬ 
tioning  in  society  as  the  sighted. 

“The  blind  are  normal  people,”  said 
Melton,  “who  just  happen  to  not  be 
able  to  see.”  ••  — -  ... 


PLAINS,  Ga.  ( BP)  —  Former  Pres¬ 
ident  Jimmy  Carter  says  he  has  no 
ambition  eventually  to  become  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,  the  nation’s  largest  Protestant 
denomination. 

In  an  interview  with  Baptist  writers 
at  Maranatha  Baptist  Church  in  Plains 
following  services  May  24,  Carter  also 
downplayed  the  current  controversy 
in  Baptist  life  over  scriptural  iner¬ 
rancy,  stating  that  in  the  eyes  of  most 
Americans,  all  Southern  Baptists  are 
fundamentalists.  Even  the  so-called 
“moderates”  in  the  denomination  are 
so  perceived,  he  elaborated,  because 
Southern  Baptists  “believe  in  the  Bi¬ 
ble.” 


tages  in  Iran.  Their  release,  he  said, 
was  an  answer  to  prayer. 

“So  1  didn’t  get  out  of  office  at  all 
with  a  feeling  of  despair  or  anguish  or  l 
even  of  thanksgiving  for  the  relief  of  , 
burdens,”  be  declared.  “I  enjoyed  the  j 
presidency  and  I  appreciated  every 
day  the  chance  to  serve.”  ___  'j 
,  •  -  * 
Two  millennia  plus  _j 

of  membership  noted  - 

Some  twoihousand  six  hundred  and  “ 
seven  years  of  continuous  member-  ® 
ship  was  revealed  recently  when  more 
than  OO  senior  adults  met  in  the  Fel-  ; 


I  don’t  have  any  real  concern  about  lowship  Hall  of  the  Ray  Memorial 


what  is  going  cm  in  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  as  a  threat  to  our  de- 


Education  Building  of  the  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Starkville,  to  share  a  ban- 


nomination,"  Carter  said.  “OurGod  is  1uet  meaI 


certainly  strong  enough  to  accommo¬ 
date  human  differences  and  still  love 
us,” 

Responding  to  questions  concerning 


The  banquet,  the  first  of  three  ac¬ 
tivities  honoring  the  senior  adults  of 
the  church,  recognized  Mrs.  Ossie  Lou 
Lewis,  83,  as  having  been  a  member  of 


his  persona]  plans  in  denominational  church  longer  than  any  other.  Af- 

i t _ _ l. _ : j  i _ _ :n  fo/itinnatolu  Irnnam  s»c  “Hwia  T .Ail  ” 


life,  the  former  president  said  he  will 
spend  the  first  year  out  of  office  writ¬ 
ing  a  book  on  his  presidency,  setting  up 
offices  in  Plains  and  Atlanta,  and  or¬ 
ganizing  his  papers  for  a  presidential 
library. 

“After  that,  I  expect  to  have  an  ex¬ 
panded  life  as  a  Baptist  layman,  as  I 


fectionately  known  as  “Ossie  Lou,” 
Mrs.  Alvah  Lewis  has  been  a  member 
of  the  church  for  70  years. 

On  the  following  afternoon  the 
church  continued  its  focus  on  senior 
adults  with  a  shut-in  church  service  in 
the  Applegate  Music-Education  Build¬ 
ing.  The  purpose  of  the  service  was  to 


did  before,"  the  56-year-old  Carter  bring  wheel  chair  or  handicapped  in- 
went  cm.  Recalling  his  previous  ser-  dividuals  into  the  church  for  a  sermon 
vice  as  a  trustee  on  the  SBC  Brother-  by  the  pastor.  Special  music  was  pro- 


Foolish  questions 


tf:  ’/wf 

»  ittf  d  iMtoia 

■slsJe  untntmBj 


By  Tim  Nicholas.  with,  but  some  of  the  westerns 

move  too  fast  “Usually,  I  have 
We  are  all  good  at  asking  foolish  something  better  to  do  (than 

questions.  1  interviewed  a  world  watch  TV),”  he  adds, 
champion  steer  roper  and  ask&i  floto  do  you  know  what  change 

him  if  he  ever  won  any  stiver  sad-  you ’re  getting  when  you  buy 

dies.  He  gave  me  a  sidelong  something?  “I  try  to  make  sure 

glance  and  said,  “You’ve  been  someone  is  with  me  when  I’m  pay¬ 

watching  too  many  western  mg  cash,”  says  Ms.  Williams, 
movies.”  “Normally  I  came  only  $5  bills,” 

Now,  as  Baptists  begin  to  look  states  Melton.  “That  way  the  only 

toward  ministries  with  the  Mind,  change  they  can  give  you  is  ones 
I’d  like  to  answer  some  of  the  and  change.” 
foolish  questions  Baptists  will  Don’t  you  trip  over  a  lot  of 

want  to  ask  Mind  persons  —  I’ve  things?  “I  keep  bunged  up  shanks 
already  asked  most  of  them.  a/I.  the, time,”  said  Melton,  “But 

v’-Whg-  don't  you  have  a  guide  v  I’ve,  neve*  broken  a  bone.’  ’ 
dog?"  I  asked  Lorraine  Wfflfon  £ii  . ^Tto.re  ,  sqme  standard;,  j, 

a  30-year-old  member  of  my  snmbusters,”  laughs  Ms.  Wil- 
church.  “You  don’t  have  to  feed  a  liams.  “A  coffee  table  —  even 

cane,”  she  replied.  Ms.  Williams  knowing  it’s  there  doesn’t  help.” 

said  people  do  ask  all  sorts  of  Don’t  blind  people  have  some 

things  that  they  could  have  fi-  gift  that’s  been  given  to  compen- 

gured  out  themselves,  such  as,  sate  for  their  blindness?  “That’s  a 

“Can  you  get  around  your  house  lot  of  malarky,”  said  Melton, 
all  right,”  or,  “Can  you  find  the  “The  idea  that  blind-people  have 

kitchen  in  the  mornings?’’  She  been  given  special  gifts— they  run 

said  these  are  mostly  "sweet  old  the  gamut  of  talent  just  like 
ladies”  who  mean  no  harm  with  everybody  else.” 

,  their  questions.  _  ‘ ‘People  ask  me  if  I’ve  got  good 

She  said  people  wH!  ^metimes  bearing."  said  Ms.  WiUjams 
ask  “Did  you  see  so-and-so^on  ,  ‘“|Vy  trunk  you’re  dear,  dumb. 

TV?"  then  get  self  conscious  be-""  » '  ’  Blind,  Crippled  and’ void  of  feel- 
cause  they  said  ‘‘see.’’  mgs  just  because  your  eyes  don’t 

“I  used  to  watch  a  lot  of  soap  work.” 
operas,  though,”  said  Ms.  Wil-  Evangelist  Jay  Waugh,  on  a  trip 

liams.  "They  move  so  slowly  the  Holy  Land;  tod  an  old  lady 

they’re  easy  to  keep  up  with.”  Site  r* 

added  that  you  could  miss  several  '"  him.  “She  literally  shouted,  ‘Are 
weeks  of  a  soap  opera  and  still  you  blind?’  I  said,  ‘Don’t  see  a 

keep  up.”  C.  H,  Melton,  professor  .  wink.-’  She  said,  ‘Well,  what  are 
'  at  Clarke  College  in  Newton,  you  doing  taking  a  trip  like  this?’ I 

Miss,  said  .the  news  and  special  told  her,  ‘There’s  a  whole  lot  you 

programs  are  easy  to  keep  up  don’t  see  with  your  eyes.’  ” 


him.  “She  literally  shouted,  ‘Are 
you  blind?’  1  said,  ‘Don’t  see  a 
wink.-’  She  said,  ‘Well,  what  are 


Survey  shows  SBC  leads 
in  resettlement  decline 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Refugee  reset¬ 
tlement  in  the  United  States  has  de¬ 
clined  in  1961 ,  and  Southern  Baptist  ef¬ 
forts  have  decreased  more  drastically 
than  the  national  trend,  recent  reports 
by  resettlement  officials'  show. 

Southern  Baptists  have  settled  less 


than  one-third  of  the  1,565  they  helped  a*0P,e  who  ™8ht  otherwise  to  willing 


Senate  denies  funding  abortions 
following  rape  or  incest 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  The  U.  S. 
Senate  has  voted  to  deny  federal  fund¬ 
ing  of  abortions  for  poor  women  who 
become  pregnan  t  due  to  rape  or  incest. 

By  a  63-43  vote,  the  Senate  defeated 
an  Appropriations  Committee  re¬ 
commendation  to  delete  a  restrictive 
anti-abortion  amendment  added  by 
the  House  to  a  supplemental  appropri¬ 
ations  Mil. 

Sponsored  by  Sen.  Jesse  Helms. 


R-N.C.,  and  Rep.  Henry  J.  Hyde,  R.- 
111.,  the  amendment  permits  federal 
payment  for  abortions  only  when  the 
life  of  the  mother  is  threatened. 

Because  the  appropriations  bill  to 
which  the  rider  is  attached  provides 
supplemental  funds  to  run  the  gov¬ 
ernment  only  through  the  efld  of  the 
current  fiscal  year,  the  restrictive 
amendment  would  be  In  effect  only  a 
few  months  if  it  is  signed  into  law. 


in  the  first  four  months  of  1960  said 
Donoso  Escobar,  manager  of  the  SBC 
refugee  resettlement  in  Atlanta. 
Southern  Baptists  settled  593  re¬ 
fugees  through  April  1961. 

Meanwhile,  nationwide  resettle¬ 
ment  for  the  same  period  fell  more 
than  48  percent—  from  57,686  to  38,928, 
said  Linda  Gordon,  chief  data  analyst 
for  the  U.S.  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Services’  Refugee  resettle¬ 
ment  office. 

The  slowdown  started  last  Sep¬ 
tember,  when  English  language  and 
U.  S.  culture  orientation  classes  were 
started  in  Indochinese  refugee  holding 
camps,  Gordon  claimed.  The  classes 
detained  refugees  in  their  camps 
longer.  Too,  fewer  refugees,  espe¬ 
cially  Indochinese,  are  eligible  and 
willing  to  resettle  to  the  United  States. 

But  SBC  officials  noted  the  United  , 
States  still  is  not  meeting  its  quota  of 
eligible  refugees  and  Mamed  the  re¬ 
settlement  slowdown  on  stateside  fac¬ 
tors. 

"Resettlement  has  slowed  down 
basically  because  of  economic 
reasons,”  said  Randy  Cash,  SBC  re¬ 
fugee  resettlement  coordinator.  “With 
inflation  the  way  it  is,  folks  are  a  lot 
more  careful  how  they  spent  a  dollar 
these  days.” 


hood  Commission,  he  said  he  “would 
consider”  similar  service  to  a  de¬ 
nominational  agency  in  the  future. 

Declined 

Carter  declined  an  invitation  from 
the  SBC  committee  on  order  of  busi¬ 
ness  to  speak  at  the  upcoming  meeting 
of  the  convention  in  Los  Angeles,  but 
says  he  looks  forward  to  “doing  it  in 
the  future.  ”  Carter  was  invited  by  the 
committee  after  President.  Ronald 
Reagan  declined  the  same  time  slot. 

Asked  if  to  would  some  day  allow  his 
name  to  be  placed  in  nomination  for 
SBC  president,  as  recently  suggested 
by  Editor  Marse  Grant  of  North 
Carolina  Baptists’  Biblical  Recorder, 
he  answered:  “I  don’t  have  any  ambi¬ 
tions  along  that  line.” 

On  another  matter,  Carter  said  that 


vided  for  the  meeting  which  closed 
with  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

The  climax  of  the  senior  adult  week 
was  on  Sunday  morning  when  the  en¬ 
tire  church  service  was  planned  and 
carried  out  by  the  senior  adults. 

The  Church  Past  and  Present  was 
presented  by  L.  L.  Mullins,  Sr.; 
while  Mrs.  Frances  Scales  gave  The 
Hope  and  the  Future  of  the  church. 
Mj-s.  Scales  is  the  daughter  of  J.  D. 
Ray,  who  was  the  pastor  of  the  church 
for  30  years. 

Raymond  Loyd  is  pastor. 


by  Editor  Marse  Grant  of  North  AiinliTniltv 
Carolina  Baptists’ Biblical  Recorder,  Jx-ULllXUlllj  ^ 
he  answered:  “I  don’t  have  any  ambi-  tot  ii 
turns  along  that  line.”  W  3.JJ.CI1 

On  another  matter,  Carter  said  that  . 
while  taking  a  Southern  Baptist  mis-  n  i  cc  rpnArt 
sion  tour  is  a  possibility,  that  full-time  U1SV’UBB  1 C jJUI  l 


missionary  work  is  not  in  his  plans.  He 
said  that  a  comment  to  made  while  in 
the  White  House  about  such  a  possibil¬ 
ity  “has  been  greatly  exaggerated.” 

The  comment  was  made  in  May  1978 
at  a  meeting  in  Washington  in  which 
top  denominational  leaders,  including 
tton-SBC  President  Jimmy  R.  Allen, 
put  on  a  Mission  Service  Cqrbs  fund¬ 
raising  dinner  for  wealthy  South&n 
Baptists  from  across  the  nation.  Ear¬ 
lier  the  same  day  the  group  were 
guests  of  President  and  Mrs.  Carter  at 
the  White  House  at  a  gathering  which 
drew  criticism  from  some  quarters. 

,  “I  thought  a  lot  about  the  propriety 
of  it  and  didn’t  see  any  inherent  con¬ 
flict  in  my  role  as  leader  of  this  nation 
and  my  role  as  an  interested  active 


(Continued  from  page  1) 

Auchmuty  believes  there  ought  to  be 
a  bylaw  approved  by  SBC  messengers 
that  standardizes  and  gives  continuity 
to  all  committee  procedures  rather 
than  each  committee  adopting  its  own 
n>}|s  andguidelines  ye^ywitr,^ 
feels  the  matter  should  not  go 
to  the  Site  ffifediitve 
many  of  them  have  never  served  on 
the  committee  on  boards  and  would 
not  know  the  problems.  Auchmuty 
feels,  however,  such  would  be  in  order 
for  study  and  recommendation. 

“Whether  by  amendment  or  from 
the  Executive  Committee,”  said  Au¬ 
chmuty.  I  want  the  convention  to  vote 
on  it.”  1 


Baptist  layman,”  he  explained. 

“Rosalynn  and  I  were  pleased  to  see  W\fTT  tr.  8nnneftr 
the  program  launched.”  TbeJCartecs^y  1"  ojJOIlBOr 

a  action 


“Also,  adverse  publicity  from  the 
resettlement  of  Cubans  has  hurt  us,’’ 
added  Hubert  Hurt,  director  of  trans- 
cultural  outreach  for  the  SBC  Home 
Mission  Board. 

“Problems  were  thrown  completely 
out  of  proportion,  scaring  away  many 


the  program  launched.”  Tbe barters, 
"to  saitv’hSye  ife-rp-art  a 

Mission  Service  CorpsS'dffinteer 
On  controversy 

The  former  president’s  comments 
on  current  SBC  controversy  also  in¬ 
cluded  some  general  observations 
aboutiundamentalism.  “i  think  there 
Is  a  trend  toward  fundamentalism"  in 
the  country,  to  said,  adding  that  gen¬ 
erally,  “I  favor  the  trend"  insofar  as  it 
represents  a  return  to  “fundamentar 
commitments,  fundamental  issues.” 

But  the  fundamentalist  should  re¬ 
member  Christ’s  admonition  not  to 
judge  others,  he  warned,  adding  that 
the  tendency  in  fundamentalism  to¬ 
ward  “human  condemnation  of  other 
humans”  is  contrary  to  Jesus'  teach¬ 
ings. 

Carter  also  said  that  to,  Mrs.  Carter 
and  daughter  Amy  have  had  little  dif¬ 
ficulty  readjusting  to  life  in  tiny  Plains 
after  the  glamour  of  White  House  liv¬ 
ing.  He  described  Jan.  20,  the  day  of 
Ronald  Reagan’s  inauguration,  as 
“one  of  the  happiest  days  of  my  life” 
because  of  the  release  just  hours  after 
he  left  office  of  the  52  American  hos- 


workshop  in  Jackson 

A  Mission  Action  Workshop  spon¬ 
sored  and  conducted  by  Mississippi 
Womj&e-Missionary  Union  will  be 
toltfThursday,  June  25,  from6;30p.m. 
until  8:30  p.m.  at  the  Ridgecrest  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  in  Jackson. 

The  workshop  will  to  led  by  Marilyn 
Hopkins,  BYW  Consultant  and  as¬ 
sisted  by  Mrs.  David  (AsMey)  Worth¬ 
ington,  BYW  director  at  the  Ridge¬ 
crest  Church. 

The  cost  for  the  workshop  will  be  $2 
per  person  which  indudes'supper  and 
materials.  Reservations  must  be 
made  before  Tuesday,  June  23,  by 
writing  to  the  WMU  office,  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205. 

The  workshop  will  deal  with  specific 
helps  in  discovering  and  conducting 
mission  action  projects  for  Baptist 
Young  Women’s  organizations.  BYWs 
should  bring  notebook,  Contempo,  and 
Mission  Action  Project  Guide.  The 
dress  for  the’ workshop  wil)  be  casual. 


to  sponsor  some  refugees,”  to  said. 

!  "And  a  major  factor  in  the  slowdown 
is  the  current  mindset  of  America,” 
Hurt  continued.  “People  seem  to  be 
withdrawing.  They're  looking  out  for 
their  own  interest  and  aren't  showing 
as  much  concern  for  other  people.” 

Hurt  noted,  however,  that  “for  the 
most  part”  SBC  resettlement  workers 
have  received  positive  reports  from 
churches  and  groups  who  have  spon¬ 
sored  refugees. 

“Most  sponsoring  groups  say 
they  Te  not  out  that  much  money,  since 
they  spread  the  costs  between  several 
people  and  many  refugees  get  on  their 
feet  quickly,”  to  said. 

Hurt  said  sponsors  for  refugees  from 
many  countries  still  are  actively 
sought.  Interested  persons  can  contact 
the  SBC  refugee  resettlement  office, 
2175  Peachtree  Road,  N.E..  Atlanta, 
Ga.  30305,  or  the  Mississippi  liasion, 
Richard  Alford,  Box  530,  Jackson, 
Miss.  39202. 

.  Naha,  Okinawa  —  Naha  Baptist 
Church  has  purchased  two  weekly 
television  “spots "'advertising  church 
services.  Naha  Baptist,  Okinawa’s 
iargest  Christian  congregation  (200 
members),  is  the  first  church  in  the 
area  to  use  television  to  reach  the 
population. 


Medicare  Supplement 

Policy  Form  MC-78 
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Baptists,  Muslims  dialogue 
agree  on  Almighty  Creator 


Photo  policy 


Doors  in  Cuba 
open  for  books 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
dear  (be  way  for  future  shipments  of 
materials,  Stamps  says,  and  another 
leader  plans  to  purchase  equipment 
for  one  of  the  three  Baptist  conven¬ 
tions  in  Cuba. 

Lack  of  diplomatic  relations  bet¬ 
ween  the  United  States  and  Cuba  pre¬ 
vents  direct  shipment  of  literature 
from  the  Baptist  Spanish  Publishing 
House  in  El  Paso,  Texas. 

“There  is  an  open  door  and  such  an 
intense  hunger  for  new  books  to  which 
we  can  minister  legally,”  Stamps 
says.  “I  have  been  assured  by  those 
who  have  visited  (Cuba)  that  as  long 
as  it  is  a  moderate  amount  coming 
from  a  friendly  country  like 
Nicaragua  there  is  no  problem." 


b»  understanding  of  the  policy  on  photographs  followed 

1  Record,  an  explanation  of  that  poKcy  is  presented. 

Boncan  use  on*7  flood  pictures  in  order  to  achieve  reasonable  reproduc- 

2  *  n!1* rUn  8,1  pic,ure*  0<  G-A.  coronation  services  that  measure  up  to  the 
quality  standard.  We  will  have  newa  items  for  those  churches  that  do  not 
send  usable  pictures. 

3.  For  graduation  stories,  only  those  receiving  doctorates  will  be  pictured. 
Mississippi  graduates  of  seminaries  will  be  listed, 
or  music  performances  at  church  and  association  Drop  rams,  only  Missis- 


POMONA,  Calif.  (BP)  — A  score  of 
Baptists  and  Muslims  discussed  in  de¬ 
tail  their  differences  and  common  be¬ 
liefs  during  a  Muslim-Baptist 
dialogue,  focusing  on  their  common 
beliefs  in  one  Almighty  Creator  and 
their  differing  views  on  Jesus  Christ 
and  the  prophet  Mohammed. 

The  dialogue  was  jointly  planned 
and  sponsored  by  the  interfaith  wit¬ 
ness  department  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Home  Mission  Board 
and  the  Islamic  Center  of  Southern 
California  with  sessions  at  the  Kellogg 
West  Center  of  California  Polytechnic 
Uni  versify  in  Pomona . 

Akbar  Muhammed.  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  of  history  at  State  University  of 
New  York,  called  the  dialogue 
“another  landmark  in  the  long  road  to 
mutual  understanding  and  respect.” 

“In  view  of  the  past  hostilities  bet- 


ween  our  two  groups,  it  seems  that  our  Muslims  believe  Jesus  could  per- 

optimism  must  be  tempered  by  histor-  form  miracles,  but  he  was  neither  kil- 

!cal  and  religious  realism  and  with  led  nor  crucified.  Instead,  another 
patience  and  forbearance,”  Muham-  person  was  substituted  for  Jesus  on  the 

sa*<^'  W  cross  and  it  was  made  to  appear  that 

Former  Southern  Baptist  missio-  he  was  crucified,  he  said, 
nary  to  Iran  George  Braswell  ob-  Golden  Gate  Baptist  Theological 
served  that  the  dialogues  had  ac-  Seminary  professor  William  L.sHen- 
compiished  a  lot  in  mutual  respect  and  dricks  compared  the  chronology  of 
undo-standing.  Mohammed’s  life  to  that  of  Jesus. 

“Patience  allows  us  to  both  seek  and  .  Mohammed  performed  few 
baton, toagree  and  disagree,  to  search  miraculous  events,  while  Jesus’  life 
and  to  find,  and  to  actively  wait  until  was  full  of  the  miraculous,  Hendricks 
the  other  in  openness  to  the  truth  in  our  said.  Mohammed  had  a  long  life,  Jesus 
religious  traditions  and  experiences,”  a  brief  one.  Mohammed  was  a  political 
said  Braswell,  professor  at  Southeast-  leader,  Jesus  was  not.  Mohammed 
ern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  claimed  to  be  a  prophet,  while  Jesus 
Wake  Forest  N.  C.  claimed  to  be  uniquely  related  to  God. 

Glenn  Igleheart,  director  of  the  in-  Mohammed  married  and  had  chil- 
terfaith  witness  department  for  the  dren,  while  Jesus  did  not  Both  Jesus 
SBC  Home  Mission  Board,  said  he  felt  and  Mohammed  sought  improved  so¬ 
me  meeting,  the  first  of  its  kind,  re-  cial  conditions  for  the  disadvantaged, 
suited  in  significant  agreement,  yet  Mohammed’s  death  was  due  to  natural 

open  disagreement,  and  an  honest  wil-  causes,  but  Jesus  was  executed  as  a 

lingness  to  deal  with  the  differences.  criminal  and  was  resurrected  from  the 

Most  disagreement  centered  around  dead,  Hendricks  said, 
die  Muslim’s  view  of  Christ  and  the  In  a  closing  evaluation,  Maher 
Baptist  views  of  Mohammed.  Hathout,  a  physician  and  chairman  of 

“Muslims  believe  Jesus  was  a  the  Islamic  Center  of  Southern 
prophet  whose  mission  was  to  the  Is-  California,  pointed  out  that  Muslims 
raelites  (Jews),  but  that  he  was  no  are  in  America  to  stay,  and  Christians 
more  than  a  messenger,”  said  should  face  that  reality  “We  are  Dot 
Muhammed.  Muhammed  based  his  planning  to  be  a  Muslim  minority  in 
views  primarily  on  the  passages  from  America,  for  we  reject  the  minority 
the  “Qur’an”  (Koran)  and  Hadith  mentality,”  he  said.  “We  want  to  re- 
( sayings  attributed  to  the  prophet  late  toothers  with  mutual  respect  and 
Mohammed).  love  and  understanding.” 

Draper,  not  Patterson  - 
Pressler,  protested  book 

A  Baptist  Press  release  in  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Record  issue  of  May  7  called  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  fact  that  Abner  McCall, 
president  of  Baylor  University,  will 
allow  Ralph  Langley,  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Huntsville,  Ala.,  to 
place  his  name  in  nomination  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 
.  tion  to  oppose  the  re-election  of  Bailey 

missions  smith. 

*'  That  release  quoted  Langley  as  say¬ 

ing  about  McCall: 

“Dr  McCall  waged  a  fight  for  Chris¬ 
tian  higher  education  under  the  Bap¬ 
tist  banner  in  Texas.  The  (Paul) 

K)1S  Pressler-(Paige)  Patterson  coalition 
staged  a  significant  struggle  against 
te  Baylor  Dr.  McCall  was  in  the  middle . 

of  the  battle  and  he  stood  tall.  He  won 

The  release  continued: 

''  “He  referred  to  the  effort,  said  di- 
rected  by  Pressler,  a  Houston  appeals 
court  judge,  and  Patterson,  president 
of  Criswell  Center  for  Biblical  Studies 
pensa-  in  Dallas,  against  Baylor  and  the 


aguay  Baptist  executive 
motorcycle  aids  preacher 


McBride  joins 
Jackson  County 

John  McBride  began  duties  June  1 
as  director  of  ministries  for  Jackson 
County  Baptist  Association.  He  will  be 
responsible  for  language  and  Christ¬ 
ian  social  ministries  work  which  Wil¬ 
liam  Moote  and  J.  D.  Lundy  had  done 
previously. 

A  native  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  McBride 
is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi  College 
and  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

He  comes  to  the  Pascagoula  area 
from  Knoxville  where  he  has  been  for 
10  years  in  the  administration  of  the 
Committee  on  Religion  in  Appalachia. 
He  has  also  been  interim  president  of 
the  Appalachian  Development  Fund. 

He  has  been  director  of  missions  in 
three  Mississippi  associations: 
Jasper,  Bolivar,  and  Rankin,  and  he 
served  as  pastor  of  Vaiden  Baptist 
Church,  and  at  Lake  Como  Baptist 
Church,  Bay  Springs. 

McBride  and  his  wifeLynn  have  four 
children. 

Allen  Webb  is  director  of  missions 
for  Jackson  County  Association. 


WALTER  INSFRAN,  Paraguay 


home  on  his  horse.  I .JB3E  fW ' 

hnofoH3!.  dT  *?e  r°td  **  was  ftefaei  Altamirano,  motorcyclist  and  executive  secretary  of  the  Paraguai 

Wh»H-fL^evi[^iken  maK’  Th°  convention'  is  568,613  between  Missionary  Ken  Watkins  and  Earl  Kelly! 
lurched  from  behind  some  bushes  secretary  for  Mississippi  Baptists  ’ 

.  .  wielding  a  knife.  He  plunged  it  into  the 

chairman  of  its  religioo  department,  horse's  neck  and  stabbed  the  preacher  churchyard  The  dramatic  arrival  at- 
Jack  Flanders,  over  a  book  Flanders  in  the  right  side.  tracted  many  more, 

wrote  and  which  was  used  as  a  text  in  Bleeding  and  in  pain,  the  preacher  Skinner  laid  the  preacher  on  a  pew 
religion  classes.”  still  managed  to  escape  the  reeling  bench  and  examined  his  stab  wound. 

In  that  same  story,  however,  as  it  dnnkard,  leaving  behind  his  wounded  Fortunately  it  was  a  flesh  wound;  no 
was  carried  in  the  Baptist  Standard,  horse  organs  or  major  arteries  were 

the  Texas  Baptist  paper,  appeared  the  Rafael  Altamirano,  executive  sec-  punctured,  no  infection  was  apparent, 
following  editor’s  note:  retary  of  Paraguay’s  Evangelical  Skinner  dressed  and  bandaged  the 

Baptist  Convention,  arrived  in  the  wound  area  and  released  the  preacher 
Charges  People  of  the  Covenant,  a  area  on  church  business  two  days  later  to  Altamirano’s  care, 
textbook  written  in  part  in  1963  by  Jack  and  heard  about  the  attack.  He  found  Unable  to  resist  a  crowd,  however 
r  landers,  now  chairman  of  the  Baylor  the  wounded  preacher  at  home,  nurs-  theyoungevangelistmadehiswaytoa 
religion  department,  was  a  ‘liberal’  ing  his  wound  and  thanking  God  for  shade  tree,  gathered  an  audience  and 
book  were  brought  by  James  W.  life.  began  preaching.  With  Altamirano’s 

Draper  Jr . ,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Eu-  Altamirano  drove  the  young  man  30  assistance  he  counseled  individual  vil- 

w«s,  a  member  of  the  Baylor  trustees,  kilometers  by  motorcycle  over  rough  lagers  Interested  in  the  gospel  and 
l  he  matter  was  resolved  last  July  dirt  roads  to  the  remote  town  of  Walter  later  participated  in  Skinner’s  evening 
when  the  Baylor  trustees  adopted  a  Insfran,  where  Southern  Baptist  mis-  preaching  service. 

10-point  report  underscoring  com-  nonary  physician  William  Skinner  of  Why  the  attack?  Perhaps  the  lay 
nutment  to  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Mes-  Tennessee  was  operating  a  mobile  preacher  represented  a  threat  to  life- 
restatement  of  1963  by  the  Baylor  health  clinic  in  the  yard  of  a  tiny  Bap-  as-usual  in  his  assailant’s  eyes;  Al- 
religion  faculty  and  shelving  the  Flan-  test  church.  lamirano  states  that  the'  young 

ders  book  as  a  primary  textbook.  If  More  than  one  hundred  adults  and  preacher,  a  Christian  for  barely  a 
Patterson  and  Pressler  ever  were  di -  children  were  gathered  around  the  year,  has  already  won  more  than  20 
rectly  involved  in  the  matter,  it  was  church  awaiting  medical  attention  people  to  Christ. . 
not  made  public  at  the  time.”  when  the  motorcycle  roared  into  the  _ _ 


SBC  not  part  of 
coal  purchase 

By  Norman  Jameson 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 1(  is  the 
Los  Angeles  Church  Loan  Corporation 
and  not  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  that  is  negotiating  to  buy  coal 
properties  in  Kentucky. 

Persistent  rumors  have  plagued  the 
strike-torn  mining  region  near  Harlan, 
Ky . ,  since  the  first  of  May  that  the  nati- 
ion’s  largest  Protestant  denomination 
was  about  to  buy  a  non-union  mine. 
Such  a  move  would  alarm  Baptist  pas¬ 
tors  whose  memberships  include 
both  union  and  independent  miners. 


Office  workers  ahd  tM  coihp&n/i 
thteyer  were  convinced  (he  man  who 
offered  to  buy  the  Kentucky  Harlan 
Coal  Company  was  a  Californian  rep¬ 
resenting  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention.  But  W.  C.  Bryant,  executive 
director  of  the  Los  Angeles  Church 
Loan  Corporation,  said  he  has  “no 
idea”  how  they  got  that  impression 
“I  have  always  tried  to  keep  the  re¬ 
lationship  very  clear  in  everybody’s 
mind,”  said  Bryant^  pastor  of  First 


Pew  Spaces 
Available 
At  Garaywa 

Space  is  still  available  at  Camp 
Garaywa  this  summer  during  the 
following  weeks: 

J®>  27-31  ~,GA 
J6nel5-19  —  Acteens 
July  13-17  —  Acteens 
All  other  weeks  are  already  fil¬ 
led  to  capacity.  ' 


ra  anniversary 
arks  foundation 


Baptist  Church,  Norwalk,  Calif. 

“The  Church  Loan  Corporation  is  a 
privately  held  corporation,"  said 
Robert  Hughes ,  executive  secretary  of 


Marshall’s  1978  ruling  resulted  in  a  If  I  (A  1  ll  ■ 

number  of  conflicting  federal  and  J  ""1  "*■ 

state  decisions  on  the  issue,  leading  to 
the  Supreme  Coort  ruling. 

The  South  Dakota  case  involved  an  By  Catherine  Allep 

elementary  school  owned,  supported  RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  The 
and  controlled  by  St.  Martin  Evangel!-  Southern  ; 

cal  Lutheran  Church  and  Northwest-  had  taxed  the  First  Baptist  uturetidr; 
em  Lutheran  Academy,  a  secondary  Richmond.  The  messengers,  all  male, 
school  operated  by  the  Wisconsin  nervously  debated  whether  women 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod.  shall  he  allowed  to  Organize  a  misslo- 

Justice  Harry  A.  Blackmun,  writing  nary  support  group, 
for  the  court,  noted  that  both  schools  Meanwhile,  more  than  100  women 
are  “not  separately  incorporated”  convened  one  block  up  the  hill  at  Broad 
from  the  church  in  the  case  of  St.  Mar-  Street  Methodist  Church.  There,  in  the 
tin,  or  from  the  synod  in  the  case  of  Methodist  social  hall  on  May  14,  Wo- 
Northwestem.  man’s  Missionary  Union  of  the  South- 

When  South  Dakota  sought  to  tax  the  ern  Baptist  Convention  was  formed, 
schools,  they  appealed  to  a  state  de-  Exactly  93  years  later,  WMU  lead- 
partment  of  labor  referee  who  ruled  ers  from  11  states  returned  to  the  his- 
them  not  eligible  for  the  exemption.  A  toric  site  to  thank  the  Methodists  for 
circuit  court  overturned  the  referee’s  their  hospitality, 
ruling,  but  a  divided  state  supreme  May  14,  1981.  WMU  officials  joined 
court,  in  turn,  reversed  the  judgment  with  two  Methodist  bishops  to  dedicate 
of  the  circuit  court.  a  plaque  marking  the  site  of  Broad 

The  high  court  held  that  the  “only  Street  Methodist  Church.  The  church 
reasonable”  interpretation  of  the  tax  now  is  located  in  suburban  Richmond 
law  in  this  case  “is  one  that  exempts  under  the  name  of  River  Road  United 
petitioners’  church-run  schools,  and  Methodist  Church, 
others  similarly  operated,  from  man-  Fred  Forberg,  a  trustee  of  the 
datory  state  coverage.”  church,  led  in  the  placement  of  the 

Agreeing  that  the  language  of  the  marker  He  assured  Baptists  that  the 
tax  code  exempted  the  church -related  Methodists  would  not  let  the  site  of 
schools  from  unemployment  tax  WMU's  birth  be  forgotten,  though 
coverage,  the  justices  found  it  “un-  Broad  Street  Methodist  Church  was 
necessary”  to  consider  the  First  demolished  in  1963  to  build  a  parking 
Amendment  issues  raised  by  the  lot.  He  returned  to  WMU  a  plaque 
Lutheran  schools.  which  the  women  had  placed  in  the  old 

The  schools  bad  argued  that  they  church  in  1938,  during  50th  anniver- 
w ere  exempt  on  both  statutory  and  sary  celebrations. 

First  Amendment  constitutional  Joining  with  Forberg  were  Robert 
grounds.  M.  Blackburn,  bishop  of  the  Virginia 

Arguing  that  mandatory  payment  of  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
unemployment  taxes  would  require  Church;  Carl  J.  Sanders,  former  pas- 
excessive  entanglement  of  the  state  in  tor  of  the  Broad  Street  church  and 
church  affairs,  die  church-run  schools  former  bishop  of  the  Alabama  confer- 
contended  the  Marshall’s  ruling  viol-  ence;  and  Wijiiam  E.  Knight  present 
ated  both  the  Free  Exercises  and  the  pastor  of  River  Road  Baptist  Church. 

Establishment  Clauses  of  the  First  Baptists  speaking  during  the  public 
Amendment.  ceremonies  were  Mrs.  A.  Harrison 

-  Gregory,  president  of  WMU-SBC; 

Pusan,  Korea  —  Wallace  Memorial  Carolyn  Weather#rd,  executive  di- 

Baptist  Hospital  of  Pusan,  Korea,  has  rector  of  WMU;  Mrs.  George  B 

purchased  a  five-story  hotel  adjacent  Clarke,  president  of  Virginia  WMU; 

to  hospital  facilities,  to  be  used  for  ex-  and  R.  Keith  Parks,  president  of  the 

pansion.  The  hotel  will  be  remodeled  Foreign  Mission  Mission  Board  of  the 

into  a  100-bed  pediatric  and  inter-  SBC 

mediate  care  unit,  bringing  the  hospi  The  WMU  audience  adjourned  to  the 
tal’s  total  capacity  to  400  beds.  Funds  First  Baptist  Church  which  this  time  JuB*  1*— Elizabeth  Ann  Lee,  France.  Mississippi  College 

for  the  purchase  were  generated  by  welcomed  the  women  with  red  carpet  *  June  18—  Martha  Sue  Williams,  Niger  Republic,  USM 

the  hospital,  which  is  self-supporting  treatment.  With  birthday  cake,  can-  J«ne  20— Tracy  Lane  Peacock.  Korea,  MC 

Twelve  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  dies  and  tributes,  225  guests  celeb-  June  21-Timothy  J  Glaze,  Argentina.  Me  * 

serve  the  hospital.  rated  93  years  of  WMU’s  history.  June  27— Mrs.  Deborah  Trott  Pierce,  Braxii,  graduate  student.  Miss.  State 


- diso^'tti any 
knowledge  of  its  current  operation  or 
relationships. 

The  Los  Angeles  Church  Loan  Cor¬ 
poration,  founded  in  1963,  was  at  first 
directly  related  to  the  Los  Angeles 
B^tist  Association  That  relationship 


Jibta,  Yenieb  —  m  ^ 

finally  struck  water  for  the  Bapl 

m _ i_  •us  ■•  .  .  .. 


rtioWtb&VSoui 


Hospital  in  Jibla,  Yemen,  but  they 

have  a  “bit”  of  a  problem.  The  flow  of  _ # _ _ _ _ 

"80  gallons  per  minute  offers  enough  Bryant,  is  to"  accumufate  fund's  to 
water  to  supply  the  hospital  and  the  purchase  tend  on  which  to  build  South- 
community  with  potable  water  and  ern  Baptist  churches  in  California, 
also  irrigate  a  vegetable  garden  which  Bryant  says  he  currently  manages  22 
will  produce  dietary  supplements  for  or  23  uni-trusts,  though  the  corporation 
hospital  patients.  But  the  bit  used  to  has  yet  to  finance  a  single  church  site 
bore  the  well  is  embedded  at  the  560-  Neither  Bryant  nor  Kentucky  Har- 
foot  mark  and  drillers  are  “trying  ten  Coal  Co.  Lawyer  Bill  Forrester 
desperately”  to  get  it  out,  says  missio-  would  confirm  the  asking  price  of  the 
nary  Anne  Dwyer.  The  hospital,  which  company.  Area  Baptists  say  it  is  bet- 
has  been  without  an  adequate  water  ween  $26  million  and  $36  million, 
supply  for  more  than  a  year,  has  had  to  Bryant  says  he  is  negotiating  for  “sev- 
truck  in  water.  eral”  mines. 


Back  porch  repairs 

These  men  representing  the  Brotherhood  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Water  Valley, 
recently  spent  the  day  on  the  Farrow  Manor  Campus  at  Independence  of  the  Baptist 
Children's  Village  on  a -  *■ — 


sons  and 


1  daughters  of  religious 
professionals. 


-  special  project.  They  replaced  the  back  porch  and  stairs  on 
Kelly  Cottage.  Left  to  right  the  men  are  Guy  Reedy,  pastor;  Bill  Riley,  J.  P.  "Doc”  Hart, 
Rueben  Johnson,  Bill  Heath,  Tommy  White,  and  Tommy  Hill. 


tf  you  Ate  the  eon  or  daughter 
of  a  re) igtou*  leader,  no  matter 
what  your  age.  you  now  have  the 
opportunity  to  buy  tome  of  the 
finest  life  insurance  available  to 
day— at  extremely  low  coat 
This  offer  to  also  available  to 
your  spouae  and  your  children 
under  the  am  e  of  26. 

Although  our  name  1$  Pres¬ 
byterian  Ministers'  Furvt  we  serve 
the  inauraace  needs  of  «u  rail- 


«  MINIS! 
M  FUND 
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Editorials 


What  is  the  reason  for  battle?  .  .  . 

If  it’s  the  Bible,  there  will  be  no  winner 


•ALL  SCRIPTURE  16  INSPIRED 
By  SOD  AND  16  USEFUL.  IN 
TEACHING  THE  FAITH  AND 
CORRECTING  ERROR;  FOR  RE¬ 
SETTING  THE  DIRECTION  OF 
A  MAN'S  LIFE  AND  TRAINING 
HIM  IN  GOOD  LIVING  " 

E  TIM.  3:16  ( 'PHILLIPS  TBS.) 


Before  most  Mississippi  Baptist  throw  up  battlements.  Surely  we  can  teach  all  nations,  baptizi 
homes  receive  the  next  issue  of  the  come  to  some  common  ground  of  ag-  nameof  theFather, and 

Baptist  Record,  the  Southern  Baptist  reement  that  will  allow  us  to  use  it  as  a  of  the  Holy  Ghost.” 

Convention  will  be  almost  over.  Some  guide  both  for  our  own  lives  and  for  our  Actually,  if  there  is 
will  not  receive  the  next  issue  until  it  is  witnessing  endeavors  around  the  over  our  attitude  coneer 

over.  Y  world.  Surely  we  can  agree  THaTirB  there  will  be  no  winner: 

A  burning  issue  that  evidently  can-  the  inspired  Word  of  God,  and  we  can 

not  be  escaped  at  this  year’s  conven-  rally  around  that  concept  in  order  to 

tion  is  the  attitude  of  Southern  Baptists  declare  its  message  to  a  (jesperate 

concerning  the  Bible.  At  least,  that  is  world  that  we  see  deteriorating  every 

what  many  of  the  protagonists  say  is  day  before  our  very  eyes, 
the  issue.- Others  flatly  declare  that  it  Whymustweargue  about  our  call  to 

^  „„  .  -  .  ..  ,,  .  action  while  the  world  falls  apart  be- 

If  it  is  power,  let  s  so  define  it  and  .  .  .  .  T™ 

resign  ourselves  to  a  pitched  battle.  ^ 

If  it  is  our  attitude  concerning  the  If  there  is  to  be  a  battle,  may  the 
Bible,  let’s  draw  back  and  reassess  our  winners  be  those  who  would  agree  that 
positions.  Surely  we  don’t  have  to  we  have  been  called  to  “Go.  .  .and 


How  can  we  teach  them  to  observe 
all  things  “whatsoever  1  have  com¬ 
manded  you”  if  we  argue  about  the 
commandments?  How  can  we  expect 
the  Lord  to  be  with  us  at  all ,  much  less 
“unto  the  end  of  the  world,”  if  we  can¬ 
not  teach  them  “to  observe  all  things 
whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you?” 

We  are  missing  the  mark,  sadly  and 
tragically.  By  the  grace  of  God,  let  us 
at  least  try  to  get  our  priorities 

\  Fver  since  I  read  last  fall  that 

_  -  -  _  .  -  Woodviile  Church  was  opening  a  mis- 

__  '  .  sion  at  Fort  Adams,  I’ve  been  wanting 

i  ■  i  •  -  -  to  see  that  place.  It  amazes  me  that  the 

-n  +  an  y  ||  r'V  Q  /  spot  has  not  been  made  a  state  park, 

ts  I  U  I  II  U  V?  I  IV  Sunday,  May  24,  W.  D.  and  I  drove  to 

"  Fort  Adams  for  the  dedication  of  the 

give  special  consideration  to  religious  we  choose.  The  remedy  for  dealing  -  mission  building.  At  Woodviile  we 

with  those  who  profess  no  religion  is  to  turned  west  and  followed  curving  24  to 
provide  a  witness  to  them  that  would  its  end  at  a  dirt  trail  and  a  “Posted" 
cause  them  to  alter  their  decision.  sign.  There  at  historic  Fort  Adams  we 
In  many  subtle  ways  there  are  found  a  dozen  or  so  houses,  a  store  or 
forces  that  are  endeavoring  to  chip  two,  a  few  trailers,  tiny  St.  Patrick’s 
away  at  complete  religious  freedom  in  Catholic  Church  in  a  pecan  orchard, 
our  nation.  There  are  those  who  want  and  a  newly  painted  white  house  that  is 
to  hem  in  our  freedom  in  some  respect  the  Baptist  mission  ( see  story  on  page 
either  through  taxation  procedures  or  5).  I  could  see  French  influence  in  the 
by  seeking  to  force  all  religious  architecture  of  some  of  the  old  houses, 
thought  into  their  own  molds.  But  where  is  the  Mississippi  River?  I 

We  must  be  ever  vigilant  in  order  to  wondered.  A  mile  or  more  away,  I 
maintain  our  freedom  of  religion  as  we  learned .  About  a  hundred  years  ago,  it 
now  have  it.  Freedom  of  religion  is  a  started  to  change  its  course.  As  the 
foundation  stone  for  all  other  free-  river  moved  farther  west,  the  busy 
doms.  port  town  declined. 


He  said  that  if  we  will  go  and  teach 
and  baptize  that  He  will  be  with  us  until 
the  very  end.  Let  us  hang  onto  the 
promise  with  every  fiber  of  our  being. 
But  more  than  being  the  recipients  of  a 
promise,  we  must  go  and  teach  and 
baptize  because  He  told  us  that  is  our 
mission.  It  was  the  Lord  speaking.  We 
cannot  entertain  failure. 


Fort  Adams 


1  let  my  imagination  run  wild,  pic- 
turingiaces  from  the  past.  There  was 
Antoine  Davion,  French  missionary- 
priest,  who  in  1698  came  from  Canada 
to  this  promontory  above  the  river, 
and  lived  among  the  Tunica  Indians 
for  20  years.  One  day  the  Indians  en¬ 
tered  the  mission  chapel  and  found  the 
priest  on  his  knees,  dead.  Since  the 
man  had  died  praying,  the  Indians 
buried  him  underneath  the  altar,  and 
named  the  place  Davion’s  Rock. 

Then  in  1764  Arthur  Loftus,  British 
major,  was  on  his  way  up  the  river  to 
Illinois.  The  Tunicas  fired  on  him  from 
Davion’s  Rock  and  killed  him.  After 
that  the  bluff  was  called  Loftus 
Heights. 

In  1797,  James  Wilkinson,  American 
general  ( later  said  to  be  a  traitor  to  his 
country,  because  of  various  con¬ 
spiracies),  instructed  Isaac  Guion  to 
(Continued  on  page  5f” 


Baptists  have  always  been  in  front  of  people  peaceably  to  assemble,  and  to 
the  movement  towani  religious  liber-  petition  the  Government  for  a  redress  liberty, 
ty.  Among  Mississippi  Baptists,  Re-  of  grievances.”  We  ii 

ligious  Liberty  Sunday  is  to  be  ob-  This  is  the  stackpoie  around  which  is  little  c 
served  June  7 ;  and  it  should  be  an  ob-  established  our  freedom  or  religion,  or  that  wc 

servance  of  special  significance.  religious  liberty.  On  the  steps  of  the  ous  litx 

U.S.  capitol  George  W.  Truett,  then  initsco 

Baptists  were  instrumental  in  the  pastorofFirstBaptistChurch.Dallas,  We  hav 
movement  to  have  the  first  10  amend-  said  that  “religion  must  be  forever  religior 

ments,  or  the  Bill  of  Rights,  affixed  to  voluntary  and  uncoerced.”  He  also  de-  notpra 

the  United  States  Constitution.  The  dared  that  no  power,  whether  civil  or  so  choc 

first  of  these  amendments  establishes  ecclesiastical,  can  “compel  men  to  While 

that  "Congress  shall  make  no  law  re-  conform  to  any  religious  creed  or  form  that  m 

spec  ting  an  establishment  of  religion,  of  worship.”  kind  of 

or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  there-  This  concept  we  must  protect.  It  is,  agree  tl 
of,  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech,  of  course,  a  continuing  concern;  but  everyoi 

or  of  the  press,  or  the  right  of  the  June  7  has  been  established  as  a  day  to  be  left  i 


claim  to  be  missionary-minded  our  great  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
people,  why  not  have  a  missionary-  with  a  spirit  of  not  to  unseat  a  presi 
minded,  evangelistic  president?  As  for  dent  that  has  done  all  he  knows  how  tc 
his  appointments,  what  president  has  do  and  in  the  best  way  that  he  knows 
not  appointed  people  who  agree  with  but  to  lift  up  our  Christ  and  let  the 
his  in  basic  beliefs?  What  president  world  know  that  the  Southern  Baptist 
would  not?  Certainly  he  has  done  an  Convention,  the  roots  of  which  grow 
admirable  job  during  a  difficult  time  deep  in  this  great  freedom  that  Christ 
for  Southern  Baptists.  has  given  to  us,  is  concerned  first 

It  is  very  unfortunate  that  the  word  about  getting  men  into  heaven  and  not 
“control”  keeps  coming  up.  I  have  not  so  much  concerned  about  getting 
met  a  single  Southern  Baptist  yet  another  man  into  the  place  of  the  pres- 
whose  thinking  could  be  controlled  by  ident.  t 
any  committee  or  agency.  We  are  as  Don  Nerren,  pastor 
independent  as  they  come;  we  have  New  Zion  Baptist  Church 
just  chosen  to  cooperate.  Isn’t  that  Braxton 
basic  to  Southern  Baptisf  principles  of 

organization?'  '  ...  -_ 

It  is  past  time-we  begin  to  listen  to  ,  _  '  f”  *’  > 

the  Word  we  talk  so  much  about;  Observations  of  Concern 

(1)  to  those  who  want  to  attack  and 

counter-attack  (Jas.  1:19)  .  be  Editor: 

quick  to  hear,  slow  to  speak,  slow  to  1  read  with  interest  your  April  23  re- 
jnger.”  sponse  to  Mrs.  Belle  McPherson  con- 

(2)  to  those  who  may  want  to  control  ceming  the  liberalism  of  the  Christian 

(Mt.  20:261  “.  .  .  whoever  wants  to  be-  Life  Commission’s  seminar  particip- 
come  great  among  you  must  be  your  ants.  You  stated  that  her  view  was  a 
servant.”  -  ,  matter  of  interpretation.  Not  wishing 

■  13)  t»  -  "  T-  oanti'*®.  i  v®,  ■  to  make  a,  hfegtetassessment  of  the 


Whatever  else  might  be  said  about 
Edd  Doerr,  it  must  be  noted  that  be 
does  not  work  for  Southern  Baptists. 
And  in  all  fairness,  it  must  be  noted 
also  that  the  pamphlet, |h«t  is  men¬ 
tioned  was  one  authored  by  Doerr  in 
which  be  pleads  for  not  having  a  con¬ 
stitutional  convention  in  order  to  re¬ 
write  the  U.  S.  Constitution,  {the  por¬ 
tion  on  abortion  is  Illustrative.  Jerry 
Falwell’s  activities,  ofcouSseJhaye  no 
bearing  on  the  evangelistic  endeavors 
of  Southern  Baptist  churches.— E^ot\ 


The  opinions  registered  in  the  letters 

a  ftQtihu  edtto*  printed  on.lboa*  pages  do 
pot  necessarily  reflect  those  of  the  Bsp- 

toe, editor  are  limited  to*400 

words. 


@r«3pu8..T.f6^  beejyjfjin 
By  sweaf,  blood,  and  tears  anti  passed 
on  to  us  by  noble  saints  of  God.  All 
Southern  Baptists  need  to  defend  and 
protect  our  heritage.  In  a  time  of  de¬ 
nominational  crisis  and  controversy, 
subtle  changes  occur  which  erode  our 
Southern  Baptist  heritage.  We  think 
this  is  the  case  in  the  current  denomi¬ 
national  conflict. 

As  students  and  lovers  of  Southern 
Baptist  life,  we  plead  for  three  things : 

are  (l)The  authority  of holy  scripture, 
(2)  The  autonomy  of  the  local  church 
(3  i  The  freedom  of  the  soul  before  God, 

(4)  The  priesthood  of  every  believer. 

(5)  The  centrality  of  religious  liberty, 
and  (6)  The  separation  of  church  and 
state. 

y  Two,  we  request  Southern  Baptists 
‘to-rememl 
tion.  of  Aie 


Editor: 

Because  of  my  pastoral  experience 
in  Mississippi,  I  have  an  abiding  love 
for  my  friends  and  fellow  Baptists  who 
serve  in  your  beautiful  state. 

My  appeal  is  a  simple  request:  if  you 
are  coming  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in  Los  Angeles,  come  in  a 
spirit  of  love  and  reconciliation  . 
'■■mef  o  reaffirm  Bold  Mission  Thrust. 

come  seeking  a  unity  in  God’s  call 
and  purpose.  - 

The  Los  Angeles  Convention  will 
either  help  the  work  of  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  in  California  or  it  will  cripple  our 
effectiveness  for  the  Gospel.  Our  state 
convention  is  41  years  old  this  year.  We 
have  been  strangers  in  a  foreign  land, 
struggling  for  recognition,  striving  to 
build  churches,  reaching  out  to  every 
facetofourwest-coastculturewitbtte 
message  of  Christ.  Our  churches  are 
growing;  we  have  39  different  lan¬ 
guage  groups  in  worship  every  Sun¬ 
day,  missions  are  being  established. 
God  has  validated  our  presence  with 
His  blessings! 

This  is  a  crucial  hour:  California  is 
watching  to  see  how  this  great  de¬ 
nomination  handies  conflict  and  dis¬ 
agreement.  My  prayer  is  that  we  will 
come  together,  putting  our  normal 
disagreements  inthe  background, 
publicly  committing  ourselves  to  tel¬ 
ling  the  world  about  Jesus.  We  must 
show  by  our  conduct  that  we  believe  I 
John  4:21,  “this  commandment  we 
have  from  Him,  that  the  one  who  loves 
God  should  love  his  brother  also.” 
Michael  K.  Olmsted,  Pastor 
First  Southern  Baptist  Church 
Lompoc,  Calif. 


Prayer  for  convention 

Editor:  / 

As  young  ministers  we  are  aware 
thatthe  currently  precarious  situation 
in  the  SouthenT  Baptist  Convention 
will  dictate  the  future  of  our  de^prgi- 
nfttioh. 

Due  to  the  potentially  divisive  ha- 
ture  of  these  affairs,  we  at  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  are 
commit)  ng  ourselves  to  prayer  during 
the  actual  hours  of  the  Las  Angeles 
meeting.  Out  of  a  similar  heartfelt 
concern  for  the  well-being  of  our  de¬ 
nomination,  fellow  seminarians  on  our 
*v“«jmmitted  themfelvt?^ 
to  join  us  m  tfus  prayer  vigil. 

Fervently  seeking  God’s  leadership 
and  direction  during  the  convention 
proceedings,  we  are  praying  that  Bold 
Mission  Thrust  will  remain  the  focus  of 
Baptist  energies,  that  positive  leader¬ 
ship  will  be  elected  within  our  conven¬ 
tion,  and  that  a  united  Christian  wit¬ 
ness  will  be  expressed  throughout 
Southern  California. 

The  conflict  today  has  produced  a 
cult  of  misunderstanding  and  polari¬ 
zation,  and  we  stand  in  crucial  need  of 
the  reconciling  power  of  God.  For  this 
reconciliation  we  cqll  upon  all  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  to  pray. 

Charles  Johnson 
Pontotoc,  Mississippi 
Dale  Peterson 
Roanoke,  Virginia 
Susan  Wright 
Louisville,  Kentucky 


Twisted  statistics 


jgr  the  purpose  and  inten- 

SBC.  According  to  its  con¬ 
stitution,  the  SBC  was  organized  . 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect 
the  benevolent  intention  of  our  con¬ 
stituents  by  organising  a  plan  for 
eliciting,  combining,  and  directing  the 
energies  of  the  denomination  for  the 
propagation  of  the  gospel.  .  .  The 
historic  heartbeat  of  the  convention 
and  the  source  of  its  unity  and  strength 
has  been  a  commitment  to  evangelism 
and  missions.  We  would  caution 
against  any  action  which  would  turn 
the  SBC  from  a  missionary  organiza¬ 
tion  into  a  doctrinaire  and  churchly 
body  like  so  many  other  denomina¬ 
tions.  -  - 

Three,  we  plead  for  a  reaffirmation 
of  our  historic  position  concerning  the 
centrality  of  tfae  Bible  and  our  aver¬ 
sion  to  creedalism.  Southern  Baptists 
have  always  been  a  people  of  the  Book 
who  believe  and  believe  in  the  Bible. 
Let  us  not  permit  huihan  statements 
about  the  Bible  to  replace  what  the 
Bible  says  about  itself.  The  historic 
Baptist  position  is  that  nothing  stands 
between  the  individual  and  the  Word  of 
God  but  the  Holy  Spirit. 

In  closing,  we  appeal  to  all  Southern 
Baptists  to  continue  in  their  efforts  to 
understand,  teach,  and  enhance  the 
Baptist  heritage.  Also,  we  appeal  to 
Southern  Baptists  to  support  all  SBC 
agencies  which  are  involved  in  uphold¬ 
ing  and  spreading  fee  Baptist  herit¬ 
age.  Moreover,  we  appeal  to  these 
agencies  to  lay  a  new  emphasis  on 
exalting  and  preserving  the  Southern 
Baptist  heritage. 

Robert  A.  Baker 
William  R.  Estep 
Timothy  George 
G.  Thomas  Hal  brooks 
E.  Glenn  Hinson 
Dan  Holcomb 
Claude  L.  Howe,  Jr. 

Bill  Leonard'  \ 


Independent  seminary 


i w  luuu  auuut  ivipiiiif;  Editor’ 

In  The  Baptist  Record,  April  30, 1981 
Editor  issue,  1  read  on  the  cover  page  and  I 

Recently  I  received  an  unsolicited  quote  from  that  article:  "Kenneth 
copy  of  one  of  the  “Independent”  Chafin,  pastor  of  South  Main  Baptist 
Southern  Baptist  newspapers,  filled  church,  Houston,  Texas,  also 
with  information  about  the  inerrancy  criticized  Bailey  Smith’s  appoint- 
issue,  the  Los  Angeles  convention,  and  ments,  inferring  that  a  number  of  ap- 
Bailey  Smith,  all  from  the  “conserva-  pointees  have  degrees  from  indepen- 
tive”  point  of  view.  This  particular  dent  seminaries  and  ‘para-Church  or- 
issue  was  particularly  upsetting  to  me.  ganizations.’  ” 

It  is  very  unfortunate  when  =n  at  I  have  for  a  long  time  admired  the 
mosphere  of  distrust  is  created  by  use  work  and  the  man,  Dr,  Kenneth  Cha- 
of  emotionally-charged  terms  such  as  fin:  and  I  have  read  most  of  his  writ- 
'  denominationally  controlled  state  ings.  However,  I  believe  he  made  a 
papers,  Gatlinburg  Gang,  liberals  and  mistake  in  making  such  a  statement  as 
modernists,  fundamentalists.”  etc.  All  this.  It  is  something  that  could  have 
these  defy  universal  definition  and  gone  unsaid:  and  if  he  truly  believes 
seem  to  accomplish  little  more  than  this  way,  then  I  feel  he  has  made  a 
headlines  Let’s  face  it,  both  sides  of  mistake  that  he  should  correct.  I  dare 
this  issue  have  attacked  and  counter-  not  take  anything  from  this  man  no 
attacked  enough.  Too  much  has  been  matter  where  he  gofhis  degrees;  andl 


Southern  Baptists  in  a  rather  precari-  was  a  time  of  doubt,  yes  but  doubts 
ous  position  concerning  evangeliza  have  come  and  gone,  yes  but  I  still 
tion  to  the  Christian  faith  ( We  would  fight  against  doubt,  and  no.  The  op- 
be  fools  to  compare  this  with  what  tions  are  paraphrased,  not  literal.  No 
Jerry  Falwell  is  doing.  Dr.  Falwell  has  one  chose  the  no  answer.  The  idea  was 
not  stopped  preaching  the  gospel  He  to  determine  the  extent  of  influence  a 
simply  realizes  that  all-out  war  has  person's  environment  and  surroand- 
_  _  been  waged,  not  only  againstthe  gos-  ings  have  on  his  response  to  religious 

said  already  that  did  not  need  to  be  do  not  beliove  he  has  a  right  to  take  pel  of  Christ  but  against  every  Judeo-  beliefs. 

said,  and  too  little  about  forgiving  one  anything  from  me  simply  because  my  Christian  principle  this  country  was  Lindselt  had  taken  the  survey  W- 

another  doctor's  degree  came  from  an  inde-  founded  on!)  suits  and  used  only  the  simple  yes 

It  is  unfortunate  when  there  is  so  pendent  seminary,  Luther  Rice.  Thank  you.  -  answer  in  presenting  a  table  of  percen 

much  criticism  of  a  man  such  as  I  simply  believe  we  need  to  be  out  Georgia  Wilkinson  tages  of  those  at  the  seminary  who  be- 


W.  Morgan  Patterson 
Walter  B.  Shurden 
Prenrose  St.  Amant 


lieved  In  the  various  areas.— Editor. 


Cuban  churches  alive, 
growing  in  Marxist  state 


Thursday.  June  4,  1981 
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Vandalism  continues 
against  Baptists 


news  editor  for  the  At^ntaJ”"cau  chief  for  Baptist  Press  and  no  problem.” 

Cuba’s  Ecumenical  Council  an^Chi^^ur  <r“u®iedto  Cuba  at  tfle  invitation  qf  Carneado  and  other  government  of- 

Woll  editor  of  Christian  Centuru  Marlin  Sar?tce'  ^ frS  included  Jim  ficials  insist  that  job  discrimination 

Beck  associate  editor  of  UmtedMethr^tHtBottley’tedi^rq^  AD  magazine;  Roy  against  Christians  is  against  official 
editor  of  World  View  and  Kenneth  ftef0rteT;  SusanWoolfson,  managing  policy,  “It  may  be  possible  that  this 

Times  *  religion  news  editor  of  the  New  York  might  happen  as  the  position  of  some- 

Bv  Jim  N  oneonalowerechelon.butitisnotthe 

HAVANA  (RP,  _  *  ,  ,  eral  to"  most  other  Cuban  Baptist  P°liey  o!  the  government.” 

in  Cuba  are  alive  well^ni  ^urches  Pastors.  He  is  vice  president  of  the  Carneado  and  most  religious  leaders 
w  ,rn„aKinH  vf  a??  growing.  Ecumenical  Council  and  leader  of  a  against  the  Christians  who  most 
h-aineri  leaders  tnHby,h  Shortage  of  recently  organized  group  called  Strongly  opposed  communism  have 

5!gy?S"  "*•  thorny  floestion  COEBAC  which  draws  aboutlOO  Wt  Cuba  bymw. 

ruhan  Rantuts  ire ?,ns  u  d  K  members  from  all  three  Baptist  Baptist  leaders  estimate  about  4,000 

among  themselves  whether  th?' ^  gr°“ps  but  has  no  organic  reIationship  members  from  the  three  conventions 

amWJknnfdnSelVeS  w  ",er  *hfy  can  with  any  of  them.  COEBAC  —  “Coor-  have  ieft  since  the  revolution  began  in 

humanitarian SLTi  WI,th  ,  tbe  dinacion  Orrero  EstudiantU  Bautista  1959-  including  some  SO  pastors  from 

S^UtTnvernme^  1  **  deCuba“  (Cuban  Baptist  Coordination  the  Western  Cuba  Baptist  Convention, 

S,lLgn!VT  ?  W,th0Ut  com-  «  Workers  and  Sh.rtmtoi  -  ia  the  .about  half  of  the  strength. 

P  AUh™?5htmln^  0gIha  nte®nty  Baptist  member  of  the  Ecumenical  With  only  three  full-time  students  at 
“>■  f'^hes  are  small  Council.  -  the  Baptist  seminary  m  Havana,  Bap- 

r^Tced  ^„ifadfrtlhlp  drains  Neither  of  the  official  Baptist  con-  tist  leaders  say  they  need  every 
t’hrffdans  rtfo™  P  thousands  of  ventions  is  a  member  of  the  Ecuiheni-  trained  pastor  and  leader  they  can  get. 

Christians,  there  are  more  than  16,000  cal  Council,  and  convention  officials  Seminary  officials  hope  at  least  six  or 

Baptists  in  Cuba  belonging  to  three  consider  COEBAC  a  renegade  group  ei8bt  new  full-time  students  will  efl- 

Western^Cuba  *  af fM i 2eJ|Ve "uu n,i?f  uncooperative  with  the  convention  but  ro11  next  fall. 

Western  Cuba,  affiliated  with. the  cooperative  with  the  government  and  When  25  pastors  indicated  a  desire  to 

Southern  Baptist  Convention,  is  the  Ecumenical  Council.  leave  Cuba  during  the  Freedom 

ia5mmJl!i,hL3»5Ti!IUrDhef about  Defending.  COEBAC’s  cooperation  Flotilla,  a  cry  arose  from  the  churches 
6,300  members.  The  Baptist  Conven-  with  the  government,  one  young  man  pleading  for  the  pastors  to  stay.  Only  a 

tion  of  Eastern  Cuba,  affiliated  in  the  says  there  are  many  good  things  in  few  left  the  country,  but  17  still  want  to 

past  with  the  American  Baptist  Con-  Cuba  which  Baptists  can  support  such  leave,  says  one  convention  official, 

vention,  has  about  6,000  members  and  as.  the  struggle  against  poverty  and  “We  need  them  to  stay  here  in  Cu- 
an  independent  group,  “Bautistas  godls  to  give  everyone  in  Cuba  “an  op-  ba-”  he  says.  “Cuba  needs  Jesus 

Ubres,  (litwally,  'Free  Baptists”)  portunity  to  live  fully.”  Christ.  We  need  leaders.  If  they  left  to 

has  about  4,000  members.  “Those  who  have  understood  this  go  to  the  United  States,  we  would  have 

,  Baptist  leaders  in  Cuba  say  they  and  cooperate  along  that  line  are  op-  to  from  more  pastors  to  take  their- 
have  amicable  relations  with  govern-  posed  by  those  (Baptists)  who  maim  Places.” 

ment  officials,  although  their  relations  tain  traditional  theology  that  to  par-  Even  Suarez  agrees,  summing  up 

admittedly  are  not  as  favorable  as  ticipate  in  government  efforts  to  im-  tbe  strong  feelings  of  the  people  this 
those  between  the  government  and  the  prove  the  welfare  of  society  is  bad  and  way;  “Christ  is  in  Cuba.  He  has  not 

Ecumenical  Council,  the  Cuban  equi-  that  communism  is  the  anti-Christ  ”  gone  away.  Nor  will  he  go  away.  We 

valent  of  the  National  Council  of  he  adds.  ‘  will  be  with  Christ  irr-Cuba.” 

loa  .U  .. ...  “Although  churches  have  not  been  T-,  .  ,  . 

We  ackrwwiedge  the  possibility  of  divided  into  two  groups,  there  is  a  r  TOTH  SHTulwifllRS 

|0int  work  between  honest  Christies  great  ideological  struggle  within  the  A1U1IA  SwUCIWlClltV 

and  Marxists  in  building  a  new  society  convention  ”  he  observes  1  1  £•  l 

n  our  country,”  said  Jose  Felipe  Car-  The  struggle  came  to  a  head  last  CllUrCll  IinCtS  Wa\ 
rieado,  member  of  the  central  commit-  September  when  four  professors  at  the  B1,,P,nl'ic  p.  ,rp, 
tee  of  Cuba  s  Communist  Party  who  Baptist  Seminary  of  WestemCuba  in-  .  RUFFS  DALE,  Pa.  (BP)  —  When  a 
for  20  years  has  coordinated  the  gov-  eluding  Suarez  were  dismissed  with  tmy  mission  Sunday  School  first 
imment’s  church-state  policies.  out  explanation  b™ught  a  man  to  Ruffs  Dale  to  talk 

AtleasttwoprofessorsattheProtes-  Convention  officials  appear  reluc-  ^  b^ln8Pas‘or'  members  had  to 
tant  Seminary  in  Matanzas,  Cuba,  the  tant  to  talk  about  the  reasons  for  the  f®  !  sandwiches  to  helP  buy  hls  Plane 
resident  of  the  Ecumenical  Council,  dismissal,  but  Suarez  and  his  group  ket 

md  a  few  Presbyterian  pastors  and  are  not.  The  four  professors  were  Now  Ru^s  Dale  Baptist  Church  has 

aymen  say  it  is  possible  for  a  Christ-  fired,  Suarez  believes,  because  they  115  members,  and  directors  of  the 
an  to  be  a  good  Christian  and  a  re-  had  publicly  indicated  they  were  wil-  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board 
volutionary  Marxist.  Most  Baptists,  ling  to  help  in  the  social  tasks  of  the  bave  voted  to  provide  James  L.  Smith 
Catholics  and  Seventh-Day  Adventists  revolution.  with  church  pastoral  assistance. 

»ouid  not  go  that  far,  but  agree  there  “Wearenotagainsttherevolution,”  Smith  and  his  wife,  Jimmie,  were 
ire  some  similarities  between  Christ-  says  one  Baptist  pastor,  “but  we  be-  among  54  persons  named  to  missions 

atufy  and  communism  s  social  goals.  lieveintheBaptistprincipleof  separa-  service  by  board  directors  during  their 

We  are  not  Marxist,  but  I  believe  tion  of  church  and  state.  ”  May  meeting.  But  the  Smiths’  affilia- 

mere  is  a  social  dimension  to  the  gos-  “The  only  thing  I  can  find  against  tion  with  the  Ruffs  Dale  church  dates 
let  andwe  must  get  the  gospel  into  all  the  revolution  is  discrimination  to  June  or  1-979,  when  Smith  first  vis 

Wjaa  Qf'jKXtety.  *  aeys-RmWSttarez,  -1  against  Christians, “  says  another  ndtedthe  congregation.. 

SSL*  Cbureh  of  Baptist  leader.  “If  there  were  no  dis-  “At  this  time  there  were  iust  two 


VAULXENVELIN,France(BP)—  set  the  latter  fire  went  to  police  and 
A  gunman  who  fired  into  a  church  con-  admitted  that  he  and  the  three  others 
gregation  in  prayer  left  no  injuries  and  had  gotten  the  idea  from  the  first  three 
little  damage,  but  for  a  small ,  growing  fires. 

Baptist  congregation  in  Vaulx  En  Ve-  They  told  police  they  wanted  to 
lin,  the  incident  was  only  one  of  many  “show  the  evangelicals  that  they  were 
acts  of  violence  in  more  than  two  wrong,”  Sutton  says.  Police  have  not 
yeafs  been  able  to  apprehend  anyone  in  con- 

Three  plate  glass  windows  have  nection  with  the  other  fires,  but  they 
been  broken  at  the  church,  the  front  know  more  than  one  person  is  in¬ 
door  and  two  small  rear  windows  shat-  volved. 

tered,  and  a  metal  security  door  in  the  Eighteen  percent  of  the  evangelical 
rear  of  the  church  crushed  and  its  con-  churches  in  the  Lyons  area  have  been 
crete  supports  chipped  away,  accord-  destroyed,  says  Sutton.  “All  the  pas- 
mg  to  Southern  Baptist  missionary  tors  and  churches  in  the  Lyons  area 
Mark  Sutton,  pastor  of  the  church.  are  concerned.” 

The  gunman  fired  at  the  congrega-  Sutton  is  not  sure  how  much  of  the 
tion  at  a  night  meeting  following  the  violence  can  be  attributed  to  religious 
showing  of  a  Billy  Graham  film  at-  persecution,  but  “thdfl*  is  no  doubt 
tended  by  some  Muslim  young  people,  that  some  of  it  is  just  that” 

The  vandalism  is  a  problem  shared  He  says  relations  with  the  Muslim 
by  other  evangelical  churches,  includ-  community  have  been  improyed  be¬ 
ing  four  which  were  damaged  or  de-  cause  church  members  refuse  to  work 
stroyed  by  fire,  Sutton  says.  Several  with  Muslim  children  in  Bible  clubs 
gj®“pa:  including  Baptists,  until  they  have  obtained  parental 

Methodists,  Assemblies  of  God  and  permission.  “This  has  shown  the 
Pentecostals  minister  in  the  Lyons  adults  that  we  are  not  trying  to ‘steal’ 
metropolitan  area,  where  1.25  million  their  children.” 
people  live.  Also,  Bibles  have  been  made  availa- 

A  text  from  a  Jehovah’s  Witnesses  ble  in  French  and  Arabic.  Many  Mus- 
Bible  was  written  in  red  paint  across  lims  in  France  have  only  a  speaking 
one  wall  at  a  Brethren  church  dam-  knowledge  of  Arabic  and  are  grateful 
aged  by  fire,  and  the  group’s  tracts  to  learn  how  to  read  their  native  lan- 
were  found  at  the  site  of  a  fire  which  guage, 
destroyed  another  Brethren  church.  _  . 

Sutton  agrees  with  the  police  that  the  Despite  the  problems  Sutton  says  his 
Jehovah’s  Witnesses  are  not  responsi-  church  is  growing.  Up  to  40  people  may 
We  for  setting  the  fires  because  the  attend  a  Sunday  worship  service,  and 
group  deplores  violence  and  the  evi-  the  church  is  contacting  more  who  are 
denee  is  “a  bit  too  obvious.  ”  interested  in  Christian  worship. 

A  third  fire  destroyed  an  indepen-  The  church  plans  to  hold  a  revival  in 
dent  Baptist  church  building  and  a  a  city  park  next  fall  if  it  can  get  gov- 
fourth  destroyed  an  Assembly  of  God  emment  permission.  “This  could  be  a 
church,  the  largest  church  In  the  city,  turning  point  in  our  witness  to  the 
Sutton  reports.  One  of  four  men  who  community,”  Sutton  says. . 


Tornado  leaves 
little  of  church 


up  (at  first  called  Wilkinsonburg)  had 
a  sawmill,  stores  and  churches,  and 
houses  for  the  troops’  families. 

While  New  Orleans  was  still  in  pos¬ 
session  of  the  Spanish,  Fort  Adams  for 
a  few  years  was  a  major  American 
port  of  entry.  In  1802,  for  instance, 
more  than  a  million  dollars  worth  of 
exports  (mostly  cotton)  and  *23,000  in 
imports  of  manufactured  goods  went 
through  its  customs  office.  That  same 
year  the  Louisiana  Purchase  took 
place. 

I  can  imagine  the  faces  of  the  Choc¬ 
taws  who  gathered  at1  the-ftM  tofcigh  a 
treaty  m  1801,  giving  consent  tW  the 
opening  of  the  Natchez  Trace,  a  post 
road  throughthetnarfds  to  Temto'ssee, 
provided  no  homes  be  built  afSglthe 
road. 

As  the  19th  century  progressed,  Fort 
Adams  became  a  town  of  “riverboats, 
gamblers,  showboats,  cotton,  and 


( Continued  from  page  4) 

build  a  fort  on  this  peak  “to  keep  an  eye 
on  the  Spanish  across  the  river.”  In 
April  1798,  Congress  set  up  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Territory.  In  August  of  that  year, 
Wilkinson  and  his  military  leaders, 
John  Hamtranck,  Andrew  Marshaik, 
and  Merriwether  Lewis,  took  over  the 
fort. 


I  can  picture  Philip  Nolan  being  sen¬ 
tenced.  During  the  War  Between  the 
States,  Edward  Everett  Hale  wrote 
the  famous  patriotic  story,  “The  Man 
Without  A  Country,”  opening  it  in  the 
setting^  Fort  Adams.  Duringittof 
same  war,  a  federal  gunboat,  the 
Chilicothe,  was  a nc hoped- 1 here 
started  the' drift  that  eventuafly 
changed  the  river’s  course  and  killed 
the  port,  -  ,  j 

Farmers,  I  read  somewhere,  used  to* 
plant  crops  on  slopes  of  the  bluffs,  land 
so  steep  that  the  mules  sometimes 
stumbled  and  somersaulted  into  the 
treetops  below!  (No,  I  don’t  believe 
that  either.) 

Baptists  organized  a  church  in  Fort 
Adams  in  1855,  according  to  Missis¬ 
sippi  Association  minutes.  "Die  church 
'  stopped>reportmg  m  1885,  as  its  atten¬ 
dance  declined.  Hubert 
Woodville,  who  was  born  in'  Fort- 
Adams  in  1907.  told  me  that  he  re¬ 
members  seeing  the  ruins  of  the  old 
church  as  a  boy,  and  that  the  bell  in  its 
yard  was  rung  on  special  occasions  in 
the  town.  He,  said  that  he  and  other 
Baptists  worshiped  for  two  or  three 
decades  in  the  town’s  schoolhouse 
(story  on  this  page. ) 

Curry  said  he  guided  a  team  of  ar¬ 
chaeologists  from  the  Smithsonian  In¬ 
stitution  in  1960  to  the  foundations  of 
the  old  fort.  I  told  him  I’d  like  to  see 
that  spot,  but  he  said  it’s  too  rough  to 
walk  down  there  any  more. 

One  newspaper  reported  in  1924  that 
“the  people  have  packed  their  bags 
and  left  Fort  Adams.”  But  they  didn't 
all  go.  Some  stayed,  and  now  others 
have  moved  there.  And  Baptists  have 
returned,  ready  to  minister  to  the  far¬ 
mers  and  weekenders  and  any  other 
residents  who  wish  to  join  them. 


Roger-  McGraw,  left,  chairman  of  the 
mission  building  committee,  presents 
the  key  of  the  building  to  Bob  Rogers, 
mission  pastor-.  ^ 


Program  personalities  at  the  Fort  Adams  mission  dedication  service  were;  left  to 
right.  Enloe  Kee,  III.  Woodyille  chairman  of  deacons;  Roger  McGraw,  Woodville, 
Ghaiftnan  of -the  mission  building  committee;  Ben  Carlisle.  Woodville  pastor;  John 
Paul  Jones,  director  of  missions,  Mississippi  Association;  Jimmy  Simeon,  pastor, 
Centrevilte  Church,  who  delivered  the  dedlcetorVaddress;  Bob  Rogers,  pastor  r>f  th§ 
Fort  Adams  mission  and  minister  of  music  and  youth  at  Woodville;  and  (front  center) 
O.  B.  Beverly,  retired  |8lstoSlSf  Woodville  Church,  who  led  the  singing. 


. . j  ....  * 

A  crowd  of  70  or  80  persons  from  Woodville  and  Fort  Adams  gathered  for  the 
outdoor  service  Sunday  afternoon,  May  24,  to  dedicate  the  Fort  Adams  Baptist 
Mission  building.  A  mixed  ensemble,  women  from  Woodville  Church-,  presented 
special  music,  accompanied  by  pianist  Darlene  Ford. 


Baptists  invade  Fort  Adams 
dedicate  transplanted  house 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams  tist  Church,  Curry  told  the  Woodville  Lottie  Moon  Offering  goal  by  giving  semester  at  I 

Baptists  have  re-invaded  Fort  congregation  they  could  have  the  *135.  plans  to  resuir 

Adams.  Woodville  Baptists  dedicated  church  land  for  a  mission  site.  “It  was  Women  from  Woodville  and  Fort  leans  while  t 

a  mission  building  there  May  24  on  a  like  a  miracle,”  said  Ben  Carlisle,  the  Adams  began  talking  about  adding  a  Woodville  and 

piece  of  land  that  belonged  to  Fort  Woodville  pastor.  The  bell  of  the  old  Sunday  School  (for  preschool  and  wife  have  bet 

Adams  Baptists  but  had  lain  empty,  Fort  Adams  church  is  on  the  lawn  of  older  children)  to  the  early  morning  residents  on  S 

except  for  a  scattering  of  graves,  for  the  Woodville  Church.  Curry  gave  preaching  services.  This  was  done  in  singing  at  the 

nearly  a  hundred  years.  permission  for  it  to  be  moved  from  March,  1981;  beginning  enrollment  For  the  Maj 

Last  summer  Woodville  Baptists  the  church  ruins.  was  10.  Jimmy  Sim« 

Were  saying,  “Let’s  start  a  mission.”  In  September,  1980,  Woodville  Though  there’s  a  small  Catholic  spoke.  The  cr 

They  considered  Lake  Mary,  resort  Church  bought  a  house  in  Centreville,  church  in  Fort  Adams,  there’s  no  other  chairs  on  the  1 

community  for  hunlers  and. fisher-  and  had  it  moved  to  Fort  Adams.  Protestant  church,  either  in  the  town  Mission. 

men„-and  Fort  Adams,  historic  village,  Woodville  men  took  out  partitions  to  or  in  the  nearby  area.  Therefore,  the  Roger  McGi 
atthetipofcurvingHighway24,and22  form  a  room  large  enough  for  worship  mission  has  invited  persons  of  other  manoftheBui 

miles  from  Woodville.  Fort  Adams  services,  but  left  one  small  room  few  denominations  to  worship  with  them,  quiring  and  r 

was  chosen.  Though  some  said,  “No-  Sunday  School,  and  a  kitchen.  They  Methodists,  Presbyterians.  Church  of  presented  the  I 

thing  down  there— not  enough  folks  to  painted,  put  in  electricity  and  screens.  Christ  members,  and  others  have  done  Mixed  Enseml 

attend  a  mission,  just  weekenders,”  and  a  butane  tank,  and  laid  carpet,  so.  Church  sang, 

stiil  more  said,  “Let’s  give  it  a  try,”  One  member  gave  concrete  for  Bob  Rogers  was  ordained  to  the  Othersonprog 

While  search  for  a  site  was  on,  Hubert  sidewalks.  A  coupie  paid  for  a  piano,  ministry  by  the  Woodville  Church  Feb.  the  Woodvill 

Oirry  overheard  the  discussions  and  as  an  anonymous  gift.  22,  1981.  On  Easter  Sunday  he  per-  Jones,  direct® 

dropped  a  bombshell .  A  plot  of  land  in  Bob  Rogers,  mission  pastor  and  formed  his  first  baptismal  service,  sippi  Associati 

Fort  Adams  was  available  and  he,  minister  of  music  and  youth  at  Wood-  after  a  woman  at  the  mission  made  a  Woodville  chai 

Hubert  Curry,  might  say  how  it  could  ville,  said,  '‘The  endeavor  gave  the  profession  of  faith  in  Christ.  Rogers  A  reception 

be  used.  church  a  deeper  sense  of  purpose  and  was  bom  in  New  Orleans,  son  of  Chap-  with  Nancy 

Curry  was  born  in  1907  in  Fort  mission.  As  peojile  gave  their  time  in  lain  and  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Rogers.  He  chairman  and 

Adams.  As  a  boy,  he  saw  the  old  Bap-  painting  and  fixing  up,  they  them-  claims  Immanuel,  Greenwood,  as  his  flowers 

tist  church,  even  then  a  fallen  ruin  on  a  selves  were- being  missionaries.”-  home  church.  (He  said  that  Green-  The  Joint  Co 

two-acre  patch.  He  and  other  Baptists  The  first  9  a  m.  preaching  service  .  wood  youths  plan  to  visit  Fort  Adams  tabllshment  oi 
went  to  church- and  Sunday  School  at  was  held  November  2,  1980  Leaflets  iifuin*:  m  \,Ap'mth  9  survey. )  Rogers  Ben  Carlisle.  1 

the  schoolhouse  in  Fort  Adams  until  hadheen  handed  Otit.  advertising  the  was  graduated  from  MC  in  1980.  He  Creel,  Mrs.  Ma 

the  late  20’s  or  early  30’s,  when  alien-  meeting.  “We  expected  10  or  20,”  Ro-  attended  New  Orleans  Seminary  for  a  Jensen,  EnFot 

dance  declined  to  near  zero.  Then  he  gers  said,  “but  30  came  that  first  day.”  semester,  then  married  Mary  Wade  of  Strickland, 

started  going  to  the  V^oqdville  Church.  That  doubled  within  a  few  months.  On  Lake  at  Christmastime,  and  moved  to  When  Hubert 

As  the  last  living  person  who  held  May  24.  there  were 57  present.  In  De-  Clinton  and  did  substitute  teaching  bombshell, hen 

membership  in  the  Fort  Adams  Bap-  cember,  the  mission  passed  its  *100  while  Mary  was  completing  her  final  day  for  his  birti 


Bob  Rogers,  minister  ot  music  and 
youth  at  the  Woodville  Church,  la  pastor 
of  the  Fort  Adams  mission.  Mis  wife  Mary 
leads  the  singing. 


Immanuel, 
Natchez,  pi 
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Clarksdale 
school  may  lose 
tax  exemption 

Clarksdale  Baptist  Church  pastor 
Lucius  Marion  reported  that  contrary 
to  indications  from  the  judge,  only  the 
Clarksdale  Baptist  Church  has  been 
granted  a  petition  to  intervene  in  a 
major  court  case. 

The  Clarksdale  Church,  Marion,  a 
number  of  teachers  and  parents  of 
children  at  the  church  school,  Rep. 
Trent  Lott,  Sen.  Jesse  Helms,  Rep. 
John  Ashbook,  and  Rep.  Robert  Dor- 
nan  all  attempted  to  intervene  in  a 
case  involving  the  possible  loss  of  tax 
exemption  for  the  school  operated  by 
the  Clarksdale  Baptist  Church.  The 
written  order  just  received  by  the 
church  only  granted  the  church’s  peti¬ 
tion. 

In  a  hearing  in  Judge  George  Hart’s 
courtroom  in  Washington,  D.C.,  the 
groups  sought  intervention  in  order  to 
present  evidence  to  reopen  the  Green 
v.  Miller  case  which  could,  if  let  stand, 
remove  the  tax  exemption  from  all 
Mississippi  church  schools  which  do 
not  meet  government  standards  for 
recruitment  of  black  students. 

-The  Clarksdale  church  school 
claims  it  has  never  discriminated,  yet 
is  facing  loss  of  tax  exemption— which 
could'also  deny  exemptions  to  any 
gifts  to  the  church  which  operates  the 
school. 

Said  Pastor  Marion,  “We  intend  to 
see  it  through  to  the  best  of  our  abili¬ 
ty.” 

The  church  is  expected  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  proceedings  to  be  scheduled  by 
Judge  Hart  sometime  in  June. 

School  trustees  have  established  a 
legal  defense  fund. 


June  8-9-12 
It  to  12  midnight 
Evangelistic  Singer 


note  burning 

"taurch,  Ovett,  Jones  Associa-  ,  ,  .  Jp ,  , 

iored  its  Senior  Adults  with  a  Immanuel  Church,  of  Natchez, 
rovided  by  the  younger  gener-  Plans  to  have  anote  burning  celebra- 
tttending  were:  Sabra  Oden;  bon  June  14  AU  of  lts  buildings  are 
veil  Ezell,  JoAnn  Walters,  Pat  now  free  <*  debt-  Former  P*?tor  AUen 
ile,  Mary  NeU  Landrum,  Helen  c-  Johnson  of  Baker,  La.  will  speak  at 
doore;  J.  C.  Landrum,  Anna  tbe  14  a  nJ  service.  Lunch  will  be 
ndrum,  Marie  Powell,  Jewell  served  ln  the  Fellowship  Hall.  The  af- 
■  U.  G.  Landrum,  Hosmer  ternoon  service,  to  begin  at  1:30,  will 
lie  and  Jeanette  Landrum.  The  include  special  music,  note  burning, 
s  Billy  Dowdy  and  message  by  former  pastor  Ray 

Walters,  who  is  now  pastor  at  West 
LCteens  of  the  First  Church,  End  Church,  West  Point, 
isited  the  South  Mississippi  Furnishing  music  for  the  celebra- 
ospital  of  Laurel  where  they  tion  will  be  Mike  and  Patti  Carter  of 
ned  in  the  pediatric  ward  by  Natchez,  and  soloist  Sharon  Penley  of 
5  as  story  book  characters,  and  New  Orleans,  La.  All  three  have  de- 
and  reading  with  the  children,  grees  in  music  from  USM.  ' 

»ho  went  were  Sara  Bates,  Immanuel  Church  began  in  a  pri- 
Miller,  Tracy  Donald,  Anna  vate  home,  that  of  Mrs.  Henry  Mayers. 

Glenna  Donald,  and  Becky  The  group  enlarged  and  a  building  was 
rented.  Then  a  tent  was  erected  on  a 

.  .  .  . — .  ,  ■  vacant  lot  and  services  were  held  for  a 

WeChmch,  Rich  ton  wiU  hold  -  wfiile  under  the  tent.  A  lot  was  bought 
nBihieSchoolJuhel^frome  {orlateruse 

.Parents  Night  will  be  June  7.  Donald  Bennett  was  the  first  pastor. 

■hem  Chun*,  Jones  County,  °  L„BaUard’  ?  lay  preacher  from 
special  service  on  Memorial  West  Side  Church,  was  the  second  pas- 
honor  present  and  former  tor  Ballard  returned  to  serw- 

rs  of  the  church  who  have  narV,  Allen  C.  Johnson  was  called, 
in  U.S.  military  forces.  Ex-  During  his  ministry  of  eight  years  an 
nen  present  for  the  service  annex  of  15  Sunday  School  rooms  was 
ited  three  states  and  several  added  to  the  original  11. 

Mississippi.  Twenty-four  vet-  ~  Under  the  leadership  of  Robert 
eluded  one  (Ralph  Balch)  who  Hughes  the  present  sanctuary  was 
during  World  War  I;  13  who  completed  and  dedicated  in  1959.  After 
n  World  War  II;  four  in  Korea;  Hughes  left,  he  and  his  family  worked 
Vietnam;  and  one  who  served  on  the  mission  field  in  Africa, 
leace  time.  Former  prisoners  Pastor  Ray  Walters  led  in  erecting 
resent  were  Edward  Bell,  who  an  education  building.  Billy  R. 

soner  in  Japan,  and  Arnold  Thomas  served  as  pastor  for  years, 

s,  who  was  prisoner  in  the  A  bus  ministry  was  begun.  On  July  6, 

nes.  One  man  represented  the  1980,  Edsol  C.  Wells,  Sr.  began  his 

il  Guard.  Special  recognition  ministry  as  pastor  of  Immanuel 
en  to  Sgt.  Luther  McCarthy,  a  Church.  Wells,  a  native  of  Shubuta,  is 

of  World  War  II,  Korea,  and  married  to  the  former  Gilda  Hutcher- 

i.  son  of  Meridian. 


All  Conventioners 


■  non*  i  GIHWCT  r 
1 123  Church  Struct.  Suit#  406 
Nashville.  Tennessee  37203 
Phpoe  (61 5)  254-0836  > 

imna  eeensiBM  ^ 


r  BAPTISMAL 
POOLS 

FIBERGLASS 
CHURCH  PRODUCTS 

(6 1  S)  875-0679 


QvcftHoiir  fecit 
Church  Furniture'  Inc. 

P  O  BOX  4039  •  MODESTO.  CA  953M 

- GALL  TOO.  -Ease  iiaflt 


IS  YOUR  INCOME 
KEEPING  UP  WITH 
INFLATION? 

Would  you  like  to  diversify  your 
sources  of  income? 

We  are  seeking  a  few  ambitious 
persons  who  would  like  to  expand 
their  Income.  Part-time  or  full. 
For  Appt.  Contact; 

HAMILTON  &  ASSOCIATES 
P.  0.  Box  277 
Ecru,  MS  3*841 
601/489-8417 


Parkhill  will 
mark  25th  year 


Parkhill  Church,  Jackson,  will  ob¬ 
serve  its  25th  church  anniversary  Sun¬ 
day,  June  14.  Following  the  11  a  m. 
service,  there  will  be  a  covered-dish 
dinner  in  the  Fellowship  Hall .  James  C 
Edwards  is  pastor. 


FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRIES' 

^SPIRES— CROSSES 
^fjS>-WATER  HEATERS 


Bluff  Springs  Church  of  Magnolia,  Plymouth  Church,  Lowndes  County, 
Pike  Association,  will  have  its  will  hold  homecoming  day  on  June  14. 
homecoming  June  7.  Morning  services  BUI  Fields,  former  pastor,  will  preach 
will  begin  at  11.  George  B.  Butler,  pas-  during  the  11  a.m.  service.  Guest  sin- 
tor,  will  preach.  Lunch  wiU  be  served  gers  for  the  afternoon  service,  to  begin 
at  noon.  Vacation  Bible  School  com-  at  1:30,  will  include  The  Countrymen 
mencement  services  will  begin  at  1:30.  Quartet.  An  old-fashioned  dinner  on 

the  grounds  will  be  served  at  12:30 
p.m.  Sunday  School  will  begin  at  9:45 
a.m.  James  R.  Hutcherson  is  pastor. 

Grace  Church,  Rt.  8,  Laurel,  will 
hold  homecoming  day  Sunday,  June  7. 
Events  will  include  Sunday  School  at 
9:45  a.m. ;  morning  worship  at  11;  din¬ 
ner  on  the  grounds  at  noon;  and  an 
afternoon  song  service  at  1.  The  latter 
will  feature  the  Glory  Land  Singers 
and  a  message  by  the  pastor,  Mac 
Parker. 

Bowlin  Church,  Route  2,  Sallis,  will 
observe  homecoming  June  14.  Sunday 
School  will  begin  at  10  a.m.  Johnny 
Parks,  who  began  his  pastorate  with 
the  church  on  Feb.  1,  1981,  will  bring 
r  ...  ■  .  the  message  at  the  11  a.m.  serviqg. 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —Ron  TLP.  Watson,  music  dlret*"- 
Dixotr,  executive  vice  president  and  in  charge  of  the  music.  Special  music 
director  of  the  management  group  of  will  be  presented  by  the  church  choir 
Atkins  and  Associates  Advertising,  and  Mrs.  Jocleta  Cain  Cartledge,  a 
San  Antonio,  Tex.,  has  been  named  former  member.  Dinner  will  be  served 
vice  president  of  Media  Services  at  the  on  the  grounds  and  a  fellowship  time 
Southern  Baptist  Radio  and  Television  will  be  observed  in  the  afternoon. 
Commission,  effective  May  15.  Revival  services  will  begin  on  Mon- 

He  is  a  deacon  at  First  Baptist  day  evening  at  7:45  o’clock  and  con- 
Church,  San  Antonio,  where  Radio-  tinue  through  Friday.  B.  A.  Conway, 
Television  Commission  President  pastor  of  Calvary  Church,  Durant,  will 
Jimmy  Allen  was  pastor  before  com-  be  evangelist. 
ing  to  Fort  Worth. 

Dixon.  fills  a  position 
year  during  reorganization  of  the 

agency's  service  division,  which  in-  V 

eludes  the  departments  of  martcgjg.  ■  ...  WVIVH  ill  M II M  ™ 


Copenhagen  —  At  a  recent  service 
Bodil  Kaspersen,  new  pastor  of  the 
Broholm  Baptist  Church  in  Copen¬ 
hagen,  became  the  first  ordained 
woman  minister  in  the  history  of  the 
Baptist  Union  here. 


GRIFFITH  MEMORIAL  Church,  Jackson's  "Men  for  Fun  Team"  in  basketball  won 
the  Hinds-Madison  Sportsmanship, trophy.  Gary  A.  Knapp  is  pastor.  i - 


West  Salem  Church,  Greene  County, 
will  observe  homecoming  day  on  Sun¬ 
day,  June  7.  William  Raley,  a  former 
pastor,  will  bring  the  message  at  the  11 
a.m.  service.  Lunch  will  be  served  in 
the  fellowship  hall,  followed  by  an  af¬ 
ternoon  singing  featuring  The  Melody 
Tones  and  other  groups  erf  musicians. 


Fellowship  Church,  Webster  Coun¬ 
ty,  in  observance  of  Pastor  Apprecia¬ 
tion  Week  honored  its  pastor,  Winston 
Ross  and  his  family.  A  community  fish 
fry  supper  celebrated  the  pastor’s  sec¬ 
ond  anniversary  with  Fellowship,  and 
his  May  11  birthday  The  church  gave 
the  Rosses  a  monetary  gift. 


Thomas  Benton  Pinson  was  licensed 
May  6  to  preach  the  gospel  by  Wood- 

■  land  Hills 

Jackson.  He  has 
just  completed  his 
freshman  year  at 
Mississippi  College. 
During  toe  summer 
he  will  work  with 
the  youth  of  First 
Church,  Orlando, 
Fla.  He  is  toe  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  C. 
Pinson  Pinson  of  Jackson. 


I  urgency  irrptessing  n<o  umhiT 
of  Ctvlst  are  characteristics  of 
Bailey  Smith's  preaching. 

His  newest  book.  Real  Ev¬ 
angelistic  Preaching,  otters 
pastors  arid  laymen  sermon 
and  devotion  resource  for  pro¬ 
claiming  the  stirring  message  of 
Jesus  Christ  today  Included  are 
fifteen  evangelistic  sermons, 
some  entitled  Ditches  in  the  De¬ 
sert.  Being  Good  Is  Not  Enough, 
and  The  Problem  of  Unanswered 
*6.95  Prayer. 

Bailey  E.  Smith  Is  pastor  of  the 
First  Southern  Baptist  Church. 

Del  Cily,  Oklahoma,  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  The  Southern  Baptist 
Convention.  Real  Evangelism 
and  Real  Christianity  are  two 
of  his  previous  Broadman  titles. 


services. 

In  San  Antonio,  Dixon  supervised  all 
creativity  and  marketing  for  more 
than  100  businesses  or  retail  financial 
"institutions  in  single  product  advertis¬ 
ing. 

He  has  received  more  than  100  local, 
regional  and  national  awards  for  crea¬ 
tive  work  in  the  media.  Awards  in¬ 
clude  a  National  Addy  .from  the 
American  Advertising  Federation  and 
he  was  a  finalist  awards  recipient  for 
best  radio  series  in  the  1979  Clio 
Smiles  never  go  up  in  price  nor  down  Awards  competition  for  advertising 
in  value'  excellence 

Living  without  faith  is  like  living  in  a  Dixon  is  a  graduate  of  the  University 

fog.  of  Texas. 

West  Canada  Baptists 

organize  4th  association 

/ 

PENICTON.B.C.  (BPi  —  Southern  The  conference  also  asked  the 
Baptists  in  Western  Canada  have  or-  Northwestern  Baptist  Convention  and 
ganized  their  fourth  association,  the  SBC  Home  Mission  Board  for  assis- 
Wheatland  BaDtist  Association  in  Sav  tance  in  sponsoring  an  annual 


Renewal  conference 
set  for  October 

ATLANTA— "Gathering.  Growing, 
Going”  will  be  the  theme  for  the  Na¬ 
tional  Renewal  Evangelism  Confer¬ 
ence,  set  for  Oct.  12-18  at  Georgia  Bap¬ 
tist  Assembly  near  Toccoa. 

The  conference  will  be  sponsored  by 
the  Horn*  Mission  Board  and  the  SBC 
Brotherhood  Commission 
Participants  may  register  for  the 
full  week  or  for  Monday-Friday  or 
weekend  sessions.  Costs  are  *125  for 
the  full  week,  *100  for  Monday-Friday 
and  *35  for  the  weekend 
For  more  information,  contact  Re¬ 
newal  Evangelism/Home  Mission 
Board/1350  Spring  Street.  NW/Atlan- 
ta,  GA  30367 


MRS.  SUSIE  LEE.  center,  was  honored 
as  "Mother  O!  The  Year"  at  Green's 
Creek  Church,  Petal.  May  10.  Mrs.  Lse 
was  presented  a  bouquet  of  roses  and  a 
certificate  of  recognition.  She  Is  shown 
with  her  daughter.  Mrs.  Evelyn  Wilson, 
and  her  son,  Robert  Lee.  Jimmy  Martin  is 
pastor. 


You  Can  Build  Now 


CHURCH 

BONDS 


for  your  church 

Plans  from 

A  Do-It-Yourself  Program 
To  Buying  All  Your  Bonds 


Fannin  Church  (Rankin  County): 
June6-June  12;  at  7:30p.m.  daily;  at  11 
a.  m.  Sunday;  Don  Eaves  pastor; 
Doug  Warren,  counselor  with  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Vocational  Rehabilitation  for 
toe  Blind  and  pastor  of  the  Old  Silver 
Creek  Church  Montjcello,  preaching 
evangelist;  A1  and  Priscilla  Rawls, 
Millry,  Ala.,  music  evangelists.  (Pris¬ 
cilla  plays  the  piano  and  A1  sings.  Now 
in  full-time  music  evangelism,  for¬ 
merly  served  as  music  minister  and  as 
public  school  music  teacher.)  » 


~y  Church  Finance,  Inc. 

I  J.  518  E  Capitol  Street,  P  O  Box  2087 

yV\  JACKSON,  MISS.  39205 

\  (60U  948-1920 

[SERVING  MISSISSIPPI  CHURCHES  FOR  20  YEAR! 


WANTED:  Llve-ln  house 


voted  to  establish  a  committee  to  plan 
Trinity  Church,  Aberdeen,  held  re-  SBC  work  in  Canada  The  committee, 
vival  services  May  20-24.  Its  new  pas  composed  of  representatives  of  each  of 

tor,  Ray  Ware,  delivered  the  mes-  the  four  associations,  will  also  study 
sages.  The  church  is  having  Vacation  "structural  possibilities"  for  the  fu- 
BibleSchoolMay25-29,from6to8p.m.  turie. 


keeper/babysitter.  2  preschool 


ers.  Female  parent  home  Mature 
Christian  women.  Benefits  negot¬ 
iable.  Character  and/or  job  refer¬ 
ences  requested,  (8)1)  825-2509; 
Box  173  Brandon,  MS  39042 
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Congregation  will  reflect  whatever 
image  the  pastor  projects.  ...” 


John  Claypool  has  resigned  from  the 
pastorate  of  Northminster  Baptist 
Church,  Jackson,  effective  July  19,  t0 
eater  a  one  year  residency  in  Clinical 
Pastoral  Education  at  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Hospital  in  New  Orleans. 


iJTLt?^Harvey  °lurch.  Petal  has  cal¬ 
led  Michael  David  May  as  minister  of 

Both.  A  graduate  of 
William  Carey  Col¬ 
lege  and  now  New 
Orleans  Seminary, 
May  is  the  son  of 
Mrs.  RuthS.  May  of 
Meridian  and  the 
late  Ben  F.  May  .  He 
moved  from  West 
Hartselle  Church, 
M  Hartselle,- ^  Ala 
3  where  he  was 
numsfer  of  education  and  youth.  He  is 
married  to  the  former  Karen  Jones  of 
Meridian.  Jerry  Henderson  is  Petal- 
Harvey  pastor. 

Sabougla  Church,  Calhoun  County, 
has  called  Tim  Horton  of  Duncan  Hill 
and  Blue  Mountain  College  as  interim 
,  pastor. 

Bobby  Cobb  from  Union  County  has 
Accepted  the  pastorate  of  Randolph 
Church,  Pontotoc  County.  LaJoyce 
Busby,  who  has  been  serving  the 
church  as  interim  pastor,  is  available 
for  supply  or  full  time  pastorate 
(phone  489-6319). 

B  Eddie  M.  Brady 
has  accepted  the 
pastorate  of 

Stonefort  Baptist 
Church,  Stonefort, 
Ill.  From  Louin, 
Miss .,  he  has  served 
pastorates  in 

Florida,  Texas,  and 
Brady  Mississippi. 

Stan  Acy  from  Greenwood  has  been 
called  as  summer  youth  worker  at 


says  "our  people  are  the  sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  and  to  a  f ami 
nosi  faultfinding  people  I  know,”  J.  conference  sponsor,  and  James  Barry,  Holines 
at.  Wood  explained,  that  “that's  like  of  the  Sunday  School  Board.  meet  yoi 

«Mung  in  a  mirror  and  saying  some-  Barry  noted  that  the  Sunday  School  He  sai 
>  needs  a  shave  Board  does  not  have  “'one  neat  little  sures  of 

,"ooa;  minister  of  music  at  package  for  Southern  Baptist  wor-  thanthe 

JKxsons  Broadmoor  Baptist  Church,  ship."  He  mentioned  the  greatly  vary-  aisle.  If 

was  a  featured  speaker  during  a  series  ing  worship  styles  among  Southern  "then  11 

01  creative  worship  conferences  Baptist  churches  and  said  he  hoped  the  thatday 

atound  Mississippi  recently.  In  the  day  never  comes  “when  we  must  say  have  bee 

Picture,  he  is  speaking  at  North 
Greenwood  Baptist  Church,  Green¬ 
wood. 

Wood  explained  that  the  congrega¬ 
tion  will  usually  reflect  whatever 
unage  the  pastor  projects. 

He  said  a  worship  leader  needs  to 
avoid  "drooped shoulders."  “It’s okay 
•hat  you’re  proud  to  be  working  for  the 
•he  Lord,”  he  said. 

— Woodexplained  that  the  pastor  is  the 
worship  leader  for  acfmrclTTftatafso- 
means  that  if  there’s  not  a  worship  ex¬ 
perience,  that  he’s  responsible.  In 
planning  a  worship  service,  the  team 
should  keep  in  mind  that  the  service 
should  be  built  around  the  sermon. 

Other  leaders  in  the  conference  in¬ 
cluded  Leon  Emery,  who  directs  the 
Church  Administration-Pastoral 
Ministries  Department  of  the  Missis- 


Corinth  Church,  Jasper  Association, 
has  called  Michael  Wray  as  summer 
youth  worker.  A  student  at  Mobile  Col¬ 
lege,  he  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rus¬ 
sell  L.  Wray.  His  father  is  director  of 
associationai  missions  for  Choctaw 
County,  Butler,  Ala.  J.  E.  Holloman 
is  the  Corinth  pastor. 


FourMississippi  students  received  doctoral  degrees  during 


ruur  Mississippi  siuaenis  received  doctoral  degrees  during  commencement  exer- 
cises  at  New  Orleans  Seminary  May  16.  Pictured  with  Seminary  President.  Landrum 
P.  Leavell  (center)  are:  (from  left)  Gerald  L.  Stevens,  Th.D.,  of  Hattiesburg;  Carl 
Dickerson,  Ed.D.,  of  Jackson;  William  Curtis  Ferrell.  D.Min.,  assistant  pastor  of 
Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson;  John  VV  Rudd,  D.  Min.,  pastor  of  Southside  Church. 
Greenville.  > 


Edwards. 


J.  M.  Wood 


Devotional 


38  Mississippians  get 
degrees  in  New  Orleans 


By  Billy  G. 


Derma  Church,  Calhoun  County.He  One  of  the  most  precious  promises  found  in  the  Bible  is  Isaiah  43: 2  where  God 
will  be  a  junior  at  Mississippi  State  this  gives  the  assurance  of  his  presence  wi  th  usduring  our  times  of  trouble.  Troubles 

fal1  _ _  are  not  an  option  im  the  life  of  a  Christian ,  they  are  inevitable .  God  did  not  say , 

“If.  .  .  .or  maybe  you  will,”  but  he  said,  “When  you  pass 
through  the  waters.”  Someone  has  said,  “God  had  only  one 
Son  without  sin,  but  he  has  no  child  without  suffering." 

Many  times  troubles  will  be  severe  and  will  come  rapidly 
upon  the  believer.  The  sequence  in  this  verse  seems  to  indicate 
this.  Die  waters  are  dark  and  dangerous ;  the  rivers  are  filled 
with  treacherous  rapids  which  are  difficult  to  overcome;  and 
the  fire  is  filled  with  consuming  fury.  No  believer  has  escaped 
such  experiences  in  his  life.  Trials  are  sometimes  so  great  that 


Thirty-eight  Mississippians  were 
among  200  persons  who  participated  in 
the  May  commencement  exercises  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary  on  May  16. 
Those  born  in  Mississippi,  and  receiv¬ 
ing  degrees  were: 

Doctor  of  Education:  Carl  Dicker- 
son,  Jackson;  Doctor  of  Theology: 
Gerald  L.  Stevens,  Hattiesburg;  Doc- 

_ _  tor  of  Ministry:  William  Curtis  Fer- 

""  johnsoi^”™  it  seems  they  will  overwhelm  the  believer.  The  great  old  fell,  Jackson;  Doctor  of  Minstry:  John 
righteous  man,  Job,  is  a  good  example  of  this.  He  was  told  of  w  Rudd,  pastor  of  Southside  Church, 
the  loss  of  his  farm  animals,  his  servants,  his  sheep,  his  camels,  and  his  sons  and  Greenville, 
daughters  all  in  one  sequence  of  messages  from  his  remaining  servants.  It  was  Master  of  Religious  Education: 
one  blow  after  another,  and  each  message  was  more  severe  than  the  one  before.  Larry  G.  Hill,  New  Albany;  Bobby  J. 
The  waters,  the  rivers,  the  fires  —  they  are  all  there.  Cossey,  Sr.,  Pontotoc;  Joe  B.  Chap- 

God’s  blessed  promise,  which  gives  us  strength  during  these  times,  is  that  he  man,  Jr.,  Lexington;  Jerry  Wayne 
will  be  with  us.  We  do  not  go  down  into  suffering  to  remain  there.  He  brings  us  Ball,  Brandon;  Don  McCain,  Moss 
through  the  waters,  the  rivers  and  the  lire.  No  child  of  his  need  fear  being  Point;  Kenneth  Gregory  Rester,  Pop- 
abandoned  during  the  time  of  difficulty  because  we  have  the  assurance  of  God’s  larville;  Charles  A.  Rodgers,  New  Al- 
presence.  bany ;  Steven  Ray  Stone,  Jackson;  Al- 

Friends  might  forsake  us;  kin  might  not  stand  by;  but  our  God  will  always  be  bert  W.  Wilkerson,  Sardis;  Patti  L. 
there  to  bless,  to  comfort,  and  to  see  11s  through.  The  last  verse  of  the  old  hymn,  Williams,  Jackson;  Thomas- E.  Winn, 
“Hwjfirm,  A,E9UPda.tiC!n„".Jva5,alway4,been  a  rich  blessing  to  me.  Laurel*  Michael  N  ichol  s  ,'*Ehter  prise ; 

The  soul  that  on  Jesus  hath  leaned  for  repose.  '  Dtarine  ThigpeflyCIevelaii*.  f-9 

I  unll  not,  I  mil  not  desert  to  its  foes;  Master  of  Church  Music:  Dwight 

That  soul,  though  all  hell  should  endeavor  to  shake,  Edward  Crigger,  Senatobia. 

I’ll  never,  no,  never,  no  never  forsake.  Master  of  Divinity:  Dexter  Ware. 

—George  Keith  Crystal  Springs;  John  Kenneth 


Rhodes,  Poplarville;  Kenneth  Craig 
Kirk,  Jackson;  Thomas  L.  (Tom)  Hol- 
lowell,  Oxford;  Gerald  Keith  Gordon, 
Laurel;  Dennis  Edwin  Dunn,  Mon- 
ticello;  Edward  Morris  Davidson, 
Stonewall ;  Richard  A.  Bradley,  Wave- 
land;  Joseph  Jewell  Boone,  Tyler- 
town;  Robert  Lee  Mooney,  Jr., 
Jackson;  W.  Lamar  Massingill,  Clin¬ 
ton;  Tommy  Lee  Anderson,  Union; 
Jerry  Purser  Pitts,  Terry;  Gerald  D. 
Ladner,  Poplarville. 

Associate  of  Divinity  in  Pastoral 
Ministry:  James  Terry  Plummer, 
Meridian,  *  •-  ~~ 

Associate  of  Divinity  in  Religious 
Education:  J.  C.  Cooper,  Picayune. 

Others,  with  Mississippi  connec¬ 
tions,  getting  degrees  included:  Wal¬ 
ter  C.  Ballard,  graduate  of  Clarke  and 
MC  and,  until  recently,  pastor  of  Em¬ 
manuel  Church,  Nicholson.  Master  of 
Divinity;  Richard  L.  Frees,  pastor  of 
tEast  Howard  Church,  Biloxi#'Master 


wnu  isauonai  .. _ *  ..  . 

,  Baptists.  At  Bissell  t?.wor?mmy 

•he  follows  G  I  but  lo>  0  Lord’  thou  lowest  it  al- 

Ford  who  served  t?gether  '  Psalm  139;4|.  O  Lord,  thou 

>r  35  vears  doest  know  our  weaknesses,  our 

7  .  shortcomings.  There  is  nothing  hidden 

from  thee.  Help  us  to  guard  our  ton¬ 
gues  and  refrain  from  unkind  words 
of  Jackson,  who  has  that  will  wound  others.  Keep  our  ton- 
full-time  evangelist,  gues  quiet  when  we  want  to  talk.  Keep 
pastorate  of  First  our  hearts  pure  and  full  of  love  for 
Church,  Coffeevil-  thee,  O  Lord,  our  Creator.  —  Lena 
le,  and  begin  his  Scott  Price 
duties  there  May  10.  The  Lord  judge  between  me  and 

Fancher,  a  native  tbee:  and  the  Lord  avenge  me  of  thee; 

of  Weir,  is  a.  but  mine  hand  shall  not  be  upon  thee  (I 
graduate  of  Missis-  Samuel  24:2).  God  does  not  want  us  to 
sippi  College  and  judge  people  of  their  wrongs  toward  us 
Golden  Gate  Semi-  or  to  avenge  the  wrong  or  to  “put  our 
nary.  He  has  served  hands  upon”  them.  He  is  the  judge,  the 
pastorates  in  Mis-  avenger:  We  must  live  rightly  in  His 
sissippi  and  sight,  and  He  will  make  right  the 
lefore  entering  wrongs  that  are  committed.  We  see 
tes'pastor  ST’Ptret,  only  our  own  grievances,  while  God 
iie  and  his  wife,  the  looks  into  the  hearts  of  men.  “All 
enor,  have  been  liv-  things  will  work  to  the  good  of  those 
e  has  been  employed  who  put  their  trust  in  the  Lord.”  — 
1U  department.  Lena  Scott  Price 


THE  VILLAGE  VIEW 
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Hr  QaptU t  Qkildre ns  ViUoae 


“A wards.  .  .’81” 

“Awards. .  ,’81”  was  the  recent  spe-  special  highlight  of  the  evening  was 
cial  occasion  for  recognizing  outstand-  Executive  Director  Paul  Nunnery’s 
ing  achievements  and  accomplish-  address  to  the  1&81  Seniors  citing  that 
ments  of  Village  young  people  and  each  yo’ung  person  has  great  reason  to 
ehildreh  during  this  past  school  year,  consider  this  milestone  in  their  lives 
Certificates  were  presented  for  c.„,1  ,  . 

scholastic  endedvors,  athletic  wito  pnde^  Following  his  remarks, 

comphshmenfe;  as'weU  as  ZfiU^  ^Uation  ^  toe  VU^Stoff* 
for  off-campus  school  and  church  ac-  A  reception  for  all  residents  and  guests 


Pr'O.  Box  11308 


Jackson,  MS  39213 


v  illage  host^s 
Parents’  Day 


Many  fathers,  mothers,  sisters,  and 
brothers  of  Village  young  people  spent 
a  very  special  time  together  during  the 
recent  Parents’  Day  on  the  India  Nun¬ 
nery  Campus.  A  hamburger  lunch  was 
followed  by  games,  relays,  and  time 
for  just  ’  being  together.”  Families  un¬ 
ited  both  to  try  to  win  competitions  and 
also  enj 6$  the  fun  and  satisf actios  of 


Presenting  our  summer  missionaries 


PMpdny  relate  'tjrtbe* resfT- 
filled  bs  it  is  with  private 


T  •  :  A  amrntends ofVfRag*  pdSfoents  are  in- 

1  c  *'  **  V  ^  j  vited  and  welcome  to  this  event  which 

•  •^..x.-UPWtJU!  -Wdi..  js  coordinated  by  the  Departments  of 

Mother  and  son  make  a  special  team  Social  Services,  Recreation,  and  Cot¬ 
on  Parents'  Day.  tage  Life. 


yuogc  ucncvn  nuiu/iesses  o!  our  noiiuac  nostsrepre-  ■  w-  mgmm  —  f  WHF 

these  two-week  visits  into  private  sents  a  substantial  ego-boost  lor  boys  W  f  Of 

homestobeavaluablepartofourchild  and  girls  who  sometimes  do  not  think  J.  JM  .f 

care  ministry.  It  helps  Village  young  as  highly  of  themselves  as  thev  should,  j,  ,  W  Afl  r 

peopiewho  have  not  had  the  blessing  of  Mrs.  Claire  Nowlin.  Director  of  our  T.  -  „  „  T  —  '  • 

|  Department  of  Social  Service,  has  an-  Bob  Catlett  presented  this  village  softball  team  with  their  learn  trophy 

nou need  that  the  1981  Summer  Holiday  - 

for  all  Village  boys  and  girls  at  all  Vil  Kgk 

lage  locations  will  begin  on  Friday  •  JeJh*  'pi  ’.J-  S»,v 

July  24  and  end  on  Sunday.  August  9  rf*  * 

Prospective  holiday  hosts  may  ad- 

Farrow  Manor  Campus  or  in  the  New  fr  WmB)  ■ 

Albany  Group  Home  to  the  Village  so-  ,  .  ¥• 

cial  worker  for  North  Mississippi,  .9 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Rhodes  at  P  O  Box  168  J  Josi 

Independence.  38638.  they  H 

Otherwise,  inquiries  for  all  Village  r  , JL 

children  for  this  holiday  period  should  ^ 

be  addressed  to  Mrs.  Claire  Nowlin  at  ' 

p;  0.  Box  11308.  Jackson.  39213.  Indi-  *  JMPL  *  Wi»l 

viduals  who  have  not  served  as  Village  j  i  JBSf  a 

holiday  hosts  in  the  past  will  be  asked  4  m  j  j  J 

to  furnish  a  pastor's  reference,  and  all  *  '  Wm  RHHHB- 


Mother’s  Day- 
have  \%e  heard 
from  you? 

_  As  this  copy  is  being  prepared 


Special  thanks 

to  Washington  Association  Baptist 
Men’s  Group  for  renovation  of  Garri¬ 
son  Cottage  on  the  India  Nunnery 
Campus.  We  are  deeply  grateful  to  this 
group  and  others  who  are  committing 
themselves  to  meeting  needs  very 
critical  to  the  daily  on-going  of  campus 
life  at  The  Village. 


tor  the  printer,  response  to  our 
1981  Mother's  Day  appeal  to  Mis¬ 
sissippi’s  Baptist  churches  has 
been  quite  modest.  The  Mother's 
Day  offering  is  The  Village’s  most 
important  appeal  for  support  dur¬ 
ing  the  entire  year  and  the  only 
appeal  during  the  year  which  we 
address  to  local  churches,  as  or¬ 
ganized  groups. 

t  If  your  church  has  not  re¬ 
sponded  at  Mother’s  Day  to  the 
needs  of  our  children,  won’t  you 
speak  a  word  for  us  today?  If  you 
are  uncertain,  why  not  inquire?  — 
Ask  your  pastor  or  your  church 
Treasurer. 


Music  award  recipients  are  shown  with  Sharon  Stone.  Village  stall  member 


Kaylyn  Hlllhouse  was  named  Out- 
standing  Music  Student  I9B0-81 


Scholastic  honorees  gather  with  Henry  Glaze  following  their  presentations. 


that  the  interested  party 
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High  Court  to  resolve 
Krishna-state  fair  case 


By  Stan  Rastey  ments  in  the  case  but  it  is  expected  to 

^  WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Faced  with  be  argued  and  decided  later  this  term. 

a  covey  of  conflicting  opinions  in  lower  In  a  second  church-state  action,  the 

federal  courts,  the  U  S.  Supreme  Court  justices  unanimously  declined  to 
him.  agreed  to  resolve  the  question  of  schedule  for  argument  a  case  brought 

Jonathan  sent  his  servant  hack,  aid  Whether  religious  groups  may  be  con-  by  the  American  Jewish  Congress 
David  came  from  his  place  of  hiding  to  fine<1  to  booths  and  other  restricted 
meet  with  Jonathan.  David  fell  to  the  areas  at  state  fairs, 
ground  indicating  his  reverence  and  Specifically,  the  justices  will  decide 
loyalty  to  Jonathan^  Then  it  is  a  case  brought  by  the  International 
Jonathan  who  speaks.  He  said,  “Go  in  Society  for  Krishna  Consciousness 
peace.  It  was  an  expression  of  against  officials  of  the  Minnesota  State 
Jonathan  s  desire  for  David  sbestwell  Fair.  The  latter,  acting  under  a  state 
being .  The  key  element  then  is  the  re-  law,  have  denied  repeated  requests  by 
petition  of  toe  covenant  between  these  the  controversial  religious  sect  to 
two  men.  Their  friendship  through  this  allow  members  to  roam  free  at  the  an- 
covenant  would  extend  even  to  future  nuai  lMay  Minnesota  State  Fair  sol- 
generations.  These  friends  then  icitiog  money,  selling  literature,  and 
parted.  proselytizing. 

The  contrast  between  triumph  aid 

tragedy  is  expressed  in  our  study.  May  Attorneys  for  the  sect,  which  claims 
we  turn  to  the  strength  of  love  and  to  be  a  monotheistic  Hindu  religion 
away from  the  destructive  elements  of  dating  back  5,000  years,  argue  that 
jealousy  and  hate.  When  we  do,  there  Krishna  devotees  were  denied  their 
will  be  health  and  joy  and  peace  First  Amendment  free  exercise  of  re- 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  ligion  right  by  the  state. 


Saul’s  jealousy  of  David 


sibilities  by  Saul  and  his  efforts  had 
won  the  hearts  of  the  people.  Now, 

David’s  popularity  became  a  problem 
for  Saul. 

Saul  interpreted  the  praises  for 
David  as  a  put  down  for  himself.  He 
becamse  angry  and  suspicious  to  the 
point  of  thinking  that  David  was  plot¬ 
ting  to  overthrow  him.  The  ugly  head 
of  jealousy  had  risen  to  become  a  de¬ 
structive  element  in  the  relationship 
between  Saul  and  David  as  well  as  in 
Saul’s  life. 

The  theological  explanation  for 
Saul’s  troubled  life  is  two-sided.  First, 
the  “Spirit  of  the  Lord  departed  from 
Saul,”  and  second,  an  “evil  spiritfrom 
the  Lord  terrorized  him.”  (16:14).  In 
this  time  all  abnormal  behavior  was 
ascribed  to  the  influence  of  spirits,  all 
of  which  were  subject  to  God.  The  Is¬ 
raelites  had  no  formalized  theology  of 
evil  as  was  reflected  later  in  their  de¬ 
velopment.  We  know  that  nothing  evil 
comes  from  God.  Saul  bad  rejected 
God’s  leading  in  his  life,  thus,  allowing 
himself  to  be  controlled  by  evil.  This 
always  brings  defeat  and  disaster  to  a 
life  as  is  seen  in  Saul’s  experience 

3.  Saul’s  determination  to  kill  David 
(20:31-33)  '■ 

Saul’s  jealousy  of  David  turned  to 
hate.  As  time  elapsed,  David  became 
more  and  more  popular  with  the 
people.  Saui  got  to  the  point  that  he 
could  not  contain  his  hatred  and  told 
Jonathan  to  put  David  to  Death.  But 
Jonathan’s  friendship  with  David  was 
of  greater  value,  even  though. 

Jonathan  might  lose  toe  throne. 

Saul’s  anger,  hate,  and  jealousy 
blinded  him  to  reality.  His  suspicion 
and  fear  became  so  great  that  when 
Jonathan  asked  why  David  should  be 
killed,  Saui  hurled  a  spear  at  him.  This 
revealed  Saul ’s  confused  state  of  mind 
and  being. 

Jonathan  knew  that  his  father  was 
determined  to  kill  David.  The  results 
of  jealousy  and  hate  are  always  de¬ 
structive.  Saul  was  not  able  to  distin¬ 
guish  between  friend  and  enemy.  What 
a  curse  these  two  problems,  jealousy 
and  hate,  are  to  toe  human  race. 

4.  David’s  separation  from  Jonathan 
(20:42) 

A  p^od  of  time  has  elapsed  as  these  Following  his  father’s  outburst  of 

verses  are  studied.  David’s  victory  anger  that  evening,  Jonathan  left  the 
over  Goliath  has  become  legendary,  celebration  without  eating.  The  next 
Perhaps  the  song  sung  by  toe  women  morning  he  went  to  meed  David  as 
reflects  more  fban  David’s  initial  they  bad  agreed.  The  arrows  spelled, 
triumph.  It  describes  David’s  vie-  out  their  message;  the  warning  was 
tories  as  greater  than  Saul's.  David  given.  Saul  intended  to  kill  David,  Prosperity  makes  friends;  adver 
had  been  given  greater  respon-  therefore,  there  would  be  no  safety  for  sity  tries  them. 


By  Gordon  H.  Sansing,  pastor 
First,  Pontotoc 
I  Samuel  18:1-20:42 

Triumph  and  tragedy  characterize 
the  study  of  this  portion  of  God’s  Word. 
On  the  one  hand  there  is  the  triumph  of 
true  friendship  between  Jonathan  and 
David.  On  the  other  hand  there  is  the 
tragedy  of  jealousy  existing  in  the 
heart  of  Saul  which  destroyed  his  rela¬ 
tionship  with  David.  The  contrast  bet¬ 
ween  love  and  jealousy  is  clearly  seen 
as  well  as  the  contrasting  results  of 
these  two  human  feelings.  One  is  di¬ 
vine,  the  other  is  evil. 

These  three  chapters  focus  on  three 
primary  characters:  Saul,  Jonathan, 
and  David.  Here  one  sees  a  beautiful 
•relationship  highlighted  by  love  and 
marred  by  jealousy. 

1.  David’s  friendship  with  Jonathan 
(18:1-3) 

An  immediate  bond  of  friendship 
developed  between  Jonathan  and 
David.  These  came  together  as  Saul 
kept  David  with  him  following  the  vic¬ 
tory  over  the  Philistines.  David  and 
Jonathan’s  lives  were  “knit  together” 

1. e..  their  lives  were  bound  together. 
This  relationship  grew  into  one  of  the 
most  famous  friendships  in  ait  litera¬ 
ture. 

Saul  also  thought  highly  of  David 
and  made  him  a  permanent  servant  of 
his  house.  David  would  no  longer  be 
permitted  to  return  to  tending  his 
father’s  sheep.  He  would  remain  in  the 
king's  household. 

Jonathan’s  unselfish  love  for  David 
is  expressed  in  the  convenant  which 
was  established  between  these  two 
young  men.  It  was  a  love  equal  to  that 
which  he  had  for  his  own  life.  As  a 
symbol  of  their  friendship,  Jonathan 
gave  David  His  princely  robe  and  his 
armor. 

True  friendship  such  as  this  is  a 
treaure  shared  with  only  a  few  in  a 
lifetime.  Friendship  differs  from 
friendliness.  Friendliness  reaches  out 
to  include  all.  But  friendship  is  that 
relationship  that  comes  to  a  strong 
man  only  two  or  three  times  in  this 
early  pilgrimage. 

2.  David’s  popularity  with  the  people 


Newsbriefs  In  The 


World  Of  Religi 


interests  dictate  that  religious  and  Washington  (BP )  —  Over  the  objec-  second  stop  was  in  Lisbon,  the  capital 
other  groups  selling  merchandise  or  tions  of  {our  of  its  tone  members,  the  city,  May  21-24.  The  other  pastors  held 
soliciting  funds  be  restricted  to  as-  U  S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  that  Hustler  meetings  in  Portuguese  churches  May 
signed  booths.  magazine  publisher  Larry  Flynt  must  10-24  The  foreign  mission  and 

stand  trial  in  Ohio  on  charges  of  violat-  evangelism  boards  of  the  Brazilian 

Among  those  interests,  he  argued,'  mg  a  state  obscenity  law.  The  high  Baptist  Convention  secured  financial 
the  state  is  to  protect  the  health  and  court  action  brought  to  an  end  nearly  assistance  from  several  churches  to 
safety  of  the  public,  preserve  order  five  years  of  preliminary  legal  wran-  help  the  pastors  with  travel  expenses, 
and  convenience  for  fairgoers,  give  all  gling  over  whether  officials  in  Cleve-  „ 

exhibitors  and  concessionaires  equal  land  went  too  far  in  singling  out  Flynt  Port  Elizabeth,  South  Africa  —  1  ne 
access  to  patrons,  and  minimize  prob-  for  prosecution  under  an  Ohio  law  for-  free  tract  ministry  begun  last  year  by 
lems  of  theft,  fraud  and  misrepresen-  bidding  pandering  of  obscene  mate-  the  Baptist  publishing  house,  Johan- 
tation  by  solicitors  and  vendors.  rials.  nesburg,  South  Africa,  is  growing  fas¬ 

ter  than  expected,  says  Nema 

The  state’s  brief  also  contends  that  f^ew  y0I.j|  (EP)  —  The  American  Westmoreland,  Southern  Baptist  mis- 
no  religious  group,  including  the  Hare  Jewish  committee  declared  today  that  sionary  press  representative  for  South 
Krishnas,  has  suffered  discrimination  the  “scientific  creationism"  move-  Africa.  Letters  arrive  almost  daily 
under  application  of  the  Minnesota  t  ^ch  seeks  to  teach  in  public  from  South  Africa,  South  West  Africa, 
law,  a  point  not  disputed  by  the  sect.  SX s£ry of cr£tiT£  Zimbabwe,  Zambia,  Malawi  and 

Three  federal  district  courts  have  depicted  in  Genesis  alongside  the  Mozambique  from  people  committing 

theory  of  evolution, -as  essentially  re-  then-  tives  to  Jesus  Christ. 

by  upholding  similar  statutes  in  New  Jl810us  u*  nature,  and  as  such  should  Nairobi  Kenya  —  The  International 
York,  Tennessee  and  Ohio.  The  Fifth  ”?  *  Pu^hc  school  educa-  Publications  Services  Board,  a 

Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  also  ruled  since  that  would  violate  the  con-  cooperative  effort  among  Baptists  in 

against  the  sect  in  a  similar  case  chal-  shtutional  doctrine  of  separation  of  re-  Eastern  and  Southern  Africa,  voted  to 
lenging  an  Atlanta  airport  regulation  ™  government  as  set  forth  in  expand  a  year-old  tract  saturation 

rplicrinnc  ami  nthpr  snl-  uie  r  lfSt  Amendment.  ramnai^n  in  include  fmir  mar**  Ian- 


Hearing  God’s 


Christ  holds  t 


By  Tom  F.  Rayburn,  pastor 
First.  Boooeville 
2  Kings  23: 1-2, 

,  Deuteronomy  18:12-22 

Josiah  had  a  problem.  The  young 
king  had  come  to  the  throne  of  Judah  at 
one  of  the  most  critical  times  in  the 
history  of  toe  Hebrew  people.  The  year 
was  about  640.B.C.  No  longer  did  the 
ty(ferna$Sii£rael  .texist  to  the  north. 
Same  HTyeanSerlier  this  sister  king- 
ctom  had  fallen  before  the  might  of  the 
Assyrians.  Her  demise  had  not  come 
suddenly,  though  to  many  people  it  had 
been  unexpected  Believing  them¬ 
selves  to  be  secure  in  the  favor  of  God, 
many  of  the  Israelites  would  have 
said,  “If  cah’t  happen  to  us.”  But  ft  did 
happen.  Theland  was  ravaged,  its  cap¬ 
ital,  Samaria,  was  destroyed,  and 
thousands  of  captives  were  taken  into 
exile  to  Assyria. 

The  conditions  that  contributed’ to 
the  fallof  Israel  were  at  work  also  in 
the  southern  kingdom  of  Judah.  Relig¬ 
ion,  such  as  it  was.  was  much  in  evi¬ 
dence.  But  it  had  degenerated  to  hol¬ 
low  ritual,  totally  devoid  of  any 
spiritual,  moral,  or  ethical  content. 
Moral  corruption,  all  manner  of  social 
injustice,  economic  fraud,  and  politi¬ 
cal  chicanery  characterized  the  nation 
of  Judah.  In  addition  to  thiV  it  was  a 
time  of  international  unrest.  Assyria 
was  weakening.  Nabopolassar  (Nab- 
o-po-lass-ar)  of  Babylon  had  ambi¬ 
tions  of  establishing  a  new  empire  to 
dominate  the  Middle  East,  and  his 
successes  in  this  direction  would  be 
later  advanced  by  his  son,  the  power 
Nebuchadnezzar,  (Neb-you-kud- 
nezz-erl.  Egypt,  however,  would  be  a 
challenger  in  toe  field,  and  a  force  not 
to  be  taken  lightly.  Like  it  or  not,  Judah 
was  thrust  into  the  vortex  of  the  up- 
heval.  Indeed.  Josiah  had  a  problem. 

Among  the  king's  advisers,  some 
were  pro-Assyrian  others  pro- 
Egyptian.  The  basic  fallacy  that  un¬ 
derlay  the  proposals  of  both  groups 
was  to  imagine  that  the  salvation  of 
Judah  could  be  achieved  by  the  proper 
international  alliances. 

The  real  threat  to  the  nation  was 
from  internal  decay,  not  from  power¬ 
ful  enemies  without.  And  Jeremiah 
had  the  answer  for  their  problem 
“Wash  your  heart  from  evil,  O 
Jerusalem,  that  you  may  be  saved. 
How  long  will  your  wicked  thoughts 
lodge  within  you?’’  (4:14  NAS).  With 
great  boldness  he  declared  that  the 
evi!  coming  upon  the  land'vaChe  fruit 


one  leaves  no  doubt  that  it  was  Christ  sang  of  his  infinite  worth'.  Each  had  a 
of  whom  he  spoke.  The  “lion  of  toe  harp,  the  musical  instrument  used  to 
tribe  of  Judah”  was  a  reference  to  a  accompany  the  singing  of  the  Psalms, 
statement  by  Jacob  in  Genesis  49:9-10  Also,  each  held  golden  bowls  of  ta¬ 
in  his  prophecy  concerning  his  sons,  cense,  the  prayers  of  the  saints. 

His  declaration  that  the  sceptre  would  They  sang  a  new  kind  of  song,  a  un- 

not  depart  from  the  tribe  of  Judah  'un-  ique  song.  Man  has  been  redeemed 
til  Shilqh  come”  was  an  early  refer-  from  sin.  That  calls  for  a  new  song 
ence  to  the  anointed  one  who  would  The  song  testified  to  the  worthiness  of 
coma  fronvftsj!,  .’ftie  image-nf  e-  lioft'  »4h*.Lamb.  He  was  worthy,  to  take  the 
speaks  of  strength  and  bravery?  V*  -  booic-and  to  sp tr. 

The  “root  of- David”  referred  to  in  worthy  because  he  was  slain,’  he 
Isaiah  11:1,  10,  was  another  Old  Tes-  purchased  men  to  God,  and  he  made 
tanjent  picture  of  the  coming  Messiah,  them  a  kingdom  of  priests  (verses 
Hie  prophet  declared  that  one  of  the  9-10).  Out  of  every  fribe  and  nation  the 
stock  of  Jessie  would  come  and  would  Lamb  redeemed  men.  Praise  him  for 
stand  as  an  ensign  among  the  nations,  his  work  of  redemption.  His  worthi- 
The  “root”  spoke  of  the  human  lineage  ness  stems  from  that  deed, 
of  the  Messiah.  The  adoration  of  the  Lamb  spread 

John  could  stop  weeping.  Christ  has  into  ever  widening  circles.  An  tanum- 
conquered.  He  has  prevailed.  Because  erable  host  of  angels,  living  creatures 
he  is  the  Son,  he  has  secured  the  right  and  eiders  joined  the  swelling  chorus, 
to  loose  the  seals.  The  angels  praised  him  when  Christ 

H.  The  Lamb  of  God  (5:6-7)  was  born  (Luke  2:13-14).  They  sang 

When  John  stopped  weeping,  he  when  he  was  recognized  at  God’s 

looked  and  beheld  not  a  lion  but  a  lamb  throne. 

who  had  been  slain.  He  represented  The  voices  of  the  countless 
the  sacrificial  lamb— one  which  gave  thousands  resounded  with:  “Worthy  is 

its  life.  This  is  a  picture  of  the  atoning  the  Lamb  that  hath  been  slain  to  re¬ 

sacrifice  of  Christ.  The  term  “lamb”  ceive  the  power,  and  riches,  and  wis- 
occurs  some  28  timesln  Revelation  dom,  and  might,  and  honor,  and  glory, 
and  only  once  (13:11)  does  it  not  refer  and  blessing’’  (v.  12),  Their  sevenfold 
to  Christ  There  is  another  reference  to  ascription  of  praise  exalted  him  as  the 
the  "Lamb  of  God”  in  John’s  writing,  perfect  Son  of  God.  All  these  attributes 

He  recorded  that  striking  announce-  belong  to  Christ  and  make  him  worthy 
mentof  John  the  Baptist:  “Behold,  the  of  our  praise.  We  can  trust  him  now 
Lamb  of  God,  that  taketh  away  the  sin  and  in  the  future, 
of  the  world!”  (John  1:29)  The  refer-  The  climax  of  the  scene  came  in  ver- 
ences  to  the  sacrificial  lamb  come  ses  13  and  14.  The  totality  of  existence 
from  Isaiah  53:7,  where  Isaiah  stated:  in  the  universe  joined  in  the  song  of 
“He  is  brought  as  a  lamb  to  the  slaugh-  praise.  They  ascribed  hlessing,  honor, 
ter,  “and  the  suffering  servant  opened  glory,  and  dominion  to  God  and  the 
not  his  mouth.  Lamb  forever.  The  roar  of  their  praise 

The  lamb  had  been  slain,  but  now  he  must  have  reverberated  throughout 
lives.  He  is  central  in  the  vision  He  the  universe  One  has  observed  that 
had  seven  horns,  meaning  absolute  “the  universality  of  Christ’s  achieve- 
might  and  wisdom  to  defeat  any  foe.  ment  calls  for  a  universal  response  ” 

He  had  seven  eyes,  the  seven  Spirits  of  The  entire  created  order  joined  the 

God  sent  forth  into  all  the  earth,  refer-  chorus. 

ring  to  the  completion  of  God’s  mis-  The  four  living  creatures,  who  began 
sion.  God  sees  to  fhe  good  of  his  people.  the  song  of  praise,  ended  it  with  the 

The  Lamb  came  and  took  the  book.  VAmen”  (v.  1).  The  elders  fell  down 

Only  Christ  can  open  the  book  and  and  worshipped.  In  the  magnificent 

carry  out  God’s  judgment  presence  of  the  Lamb  of  God,  who  can 

ID.  Come,  let  us  adore  Him  (5:8-14)  do  anything  else?  God  sits'on  his 

The  action  of  the  Lamb  created  a  throne  His  Christ  reigns  No  power 
j'-itoneous  reaction  df  great  joy.  can  change  that  today  or  ever  Thefu- 
Robert  Mounce  asserts  that  when  the  tore  belongs  to  Christ. 


